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Second Annual Dinner and Chapter Meeting
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     New York Forest Owners Association members, family, and friends are invited to attend the Western Fingers Lakes Chapter’s second annual dinner and chapter meeting on Wednesday November 14, in the Monroe County Cooperative Extension Building auditorium, 249 Highland Avenue, Rochester, NY. Appetizers will be available at 5:30 pm, to whet your appetite.  Dinner, prepared by Chef Brad Stevenson, will begin at 6:00 pm.  There will be a brief Chapter Business Meeting beginning around 7:15 pm.  Following the dinner (at 7:30 pm), will be our speaker, Eagle expert Mike Allen, a DEC employee, will present a colorful and informative slide program featuring the comeback of the bald eagle in New York.  Look for a surprise "fly in" appearance.  The public is welcomed to attend the talk at 7:30 pm.

Door Prizes: Door Prizes will be available, and the dinner organizers are hard at work collecting donations for the dinner.  If you would like to offer a door prize, give us a call. A 50/50 raffle will also be held this year.
Dinner: The dinner will be a buffet prepared by Chef Brad Stevenson of Laurier Catering.  Brad is a graduate of the Culinary Institute of America. The menu is provided on the following page.

Cost: We wanted to provide you with an excellent meal and have allowed the chef to prepare a dinner valued at $25.00 per person. The Chapter will be picking up part of the cost so that the cost is affordable for those attending. Therefore, the is cost $ 15.00 per person 
To Register: Send checks made payable to NYFOA to Ron Reitz, WFL NYFOA Treasurer, 6086 Canadice Hill Rd., Springwater, NY 14560.
[image: image10.png]



Registration Deadline: Registration must be received by Monday, November 5th. 
[image: image11.png]The Climate Registry isamulti-state collaboration aimed at de-
veloping and managing a common greenhouse gas emissions report-
ing system in an effort to combat global warming. Thirty-one states,
including New York, representing more than 70 percent of the US pop-
ulation, will jointly track and measure greenhouse gas emissions by
‘major industries. The emissions statistics collected will be subjected
o third-party verification so all states are measured in the same way.
Leam more at http://www.theclimateregistry.org/.

€limate Savers

A coalition of high-tech firms have launched the Climate Savers
Computing Initative in an effort to conserve electricity and curb glob-
al warming emissions by making the world's computers and servers
‘more energy—efficient. Google and Intel are leading the effort along
with many other big name technology companies and environmental
‘groups. The plan aims to cut the amount of eleciricity computers con-
sume in half by 2010 using existing power-saving technologies. The
initative is expected to save billions in clectricity costs and reduce
grcenhouse gas emissions considerably. Initially, computers and serv-
ers will be more expensive, but consumers are expected to recoup the
costs through lower electricity bills and rebates from uilfies. Leam
‘more at http://www.climatesaverscomputing.org/.

Purple loosestrife

Purple loosestrife (lythrum salicaria) is
‘now outlawed in 20 states in the
US due to its invasive nature

The seedlings grow very rapidly,
and in North America, purple
loosestrife has no natural preda-
tors. Purple loosestrife has been
particularly harmful to wetlands,
changing the structure and func-
tion and endangering plants and
wildlife. The plant came from
Europe and Asia. In its native
habitat, purple loosestrife has over
2100 differeat insect species that feed on its leaves, flowers,
and roots. Comell University in partnership with the Dept.
of Environmental Conservation (DEC), and the Central &
‘Western Chaper of the Nature Conservancy, has developed
2 solution. After much research and testing, the Galerucella
beetle and the root weevil have been imported from Euope
and introduced into the dunes and wetlands of the Eastem
Lake Ontario shoreline, an area renowned for its freshwater
ecosystem. After one year, nearly 95 percent of the loose-
srife infestation has been eliminated. Cattails and other na-
tive wetland plants have reemerged. Researchers are hopeful
that a return to balance is possible. For more information
visit http://www.invasiveplants.net/InvasivePlants/Purple-




Questions: If you have any questions, contact Ron Reitz, (585) 367-2847; 
                  Dick Dennison, (585) 586-9098; or Dick Starr (585) 377-4849.
Please do not wait to register!  We need to know how many are planning to attend, as early as possible, so we can make arrangements with the caterer.  Due to room occupancy limitations, the dinner is limited to 84 people; seats are available on a first-come, first-serve basis. Note registration deadline. 

Annual Dinner and Chapter Meeting
Menu and Agenda 

Wednesday, November 14, 2007

Monroe County Cooperative Extension Building auditorium
249 Highland Avenue, Rochester, NY
----------------------------------------------------------------

5:30 P.M - Appetizers will be available

Mirror Display of Brie, Champagne Cheddar & Buttermilk Blue Cheese

Served with a Vegetable Crudités & Sliced Baguettes
6:00 P.M. – Buffet Dinner in the Lilac Room
Salad of Mixed Greens, Mandarin Oranges, Toasted Pine Nuts

Champagne Vinaigrette

Petite Chicken Wellington, Chicken Breast, Aromatic Vegetables & Herbs

Puff Pastry

Cheese Tortellini, Roasted Tomato Sauce, Fresh Basil & Shaved Asaigo Cheese

Sesame Seed Crusted Atlantic Salmon, Seasoned with Fresh Ginger

Garlic & Scallions

A selection of Roasted Vegetables, Sprinkled with Sea Salt 

& Cracked Black Pepper
Drinks will be provided
6:45 P.M. – Dessert & Coffee  

Fresh Fruit Tart Served with Raspberry Coulis 

7:15 P.M. – Brief Chapter Business Meeting, Door Prizes and 50/50 Raffle 
7:30 P.M. - Speaker: Mike Allen, a DEC employee.
                      Topic: A colorful and informative slide program featuring the 
                                 comeback of the Bald Eagle in New York State.
9:00 P.M. – End of program 

Dinner prepared by Chef Brad Stevenson of Laurier Catering, Mendon, NY.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We hope you will be able to join us!
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WFL Chapter Meetings and Coming Events
· WFL Chapter Board of Directors Meeting - The next WFL Chapter Board of Directors meeting will be held Tuesday October 30, 2007 and will start at 7:00 pm. The meeting will be held at the DEC A-frame in Avon at 6274 East Avon-Lima Road (Routes 5 & 20 – a few miles east of I-390). Everyone is welcome to attend. 
· Winter Program Schedule - The Monroe County Cooperative Extension Building at 249 Highland Avenue, Rochester NY has already been reserved for the Fall/Winter programs, so mark your calendars as follows: November 14, 2007, January 16, 2008, March 12, 2008 and November 12, 2008.  The programs usually begin at 7:30 p.m. and end around 9:00 p.m. Look for program descriptions in upcoming newsletters. 

----------------------------------
Empire Farm Days

[image: image13.wmf]Thanks to all who helped at the Empire Farm Days.  During the 3 days, 35 people signed up for a Master Forest Owner (MFO) visit.  About half were from WFL Chapter.  Dale Schaefer stated that about 1 in 3 of the MFO visits he makes result in a new member for NYFOA.

The picture shows Dale Schaefer, Dick Dennison, George & Marni Koliwasky at the WFL Empire Farm Days booth in August.  
Woodswalk – Krebs Property
The WFL Chapter sponsored a Woodswalk on August 25th. This joint event with the Finger Lakes Land Trust was held at the Krebs property near Springwater. The property is protected by a conservation easement held by the Land Trust, and is managed for timber production and wildlife habitat. The woodswalk showcased how forest management and conservation easements can complement one another to protect land from development while allowing owners to pursue their objectives for the property.

Betsy Landre of the Finger Lakes Land Trust was on hand to discuss the conservation easement, the benefits it confers and the obligations it imposes on current and future owners of the property. She also talked about recent changes in tax laws that make conservation easements more attractive to landowners, and whether and how landowners can pursue easements for their own property.

Billy Morris, a forester who has worked with the Krebs family to manage the property for many years, discussed the Krebs’ stewardship plan and recent timber harvest on the property. He also talked about how land management activities are influenced by the conservation easement. There were 25 in attendance. 
We want to thank Mike Seager for arranging this event the speakers for providing our members and visitors with this excellent program.*
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Announcements
DEC Q-and-A: Emerald Ash Borer -  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1New York's forests are under attack from numerous invasive exotic insect pests. In years past, we have been hit with Chestnut blight, European gypsy moth, Dutch elm disease and Beech bark disease, all with devastating results. Recently, we have discovered Asian long-horned beetles, Hemlock wooly adelgids, Pine shoot beetles and Sirex woodwasps infesting New York's urban and rural forests and killing thousands of trees.     Another potentially devastating insect invaders, the Emerald Ash Borer, has been moving west from Michigan and has been found recently in Pennsylvania.

Question: What is the Emerald Ash Borer and what does it do?

Answer: This Asian beetle, discovered in 2002 in southeastern Michigan and Windsor, Ont., infests and kills North American ash species (Fraxinus sp.) including green, white, black and blue ash.    Damage is caused by the larvae, which feed in tunnels (called galleries) in the phloem just below the bark. The serpentine galleries disrupt water and nutrient transport, causing branches, and eventually the entire tree, to die. Death often occurs rapidly, within two to three years, depending on level of infestation.

Q: Can you see it? What does it look like?

 A:  EAB adults are dark metallic green in color, with a coppery red or purple abdomen.  Individuals are 3/8 to 5/8 inch long and 1/16-inch wide.   Adults may be present from late May to September, or later, but are typically most common in June and July. Adults may be seen when present, but are sometimes hard to find, especially at low infestation levels.   Larvae are creamy white in color and are found under the bark, so are not obvious, but their expanding S-shaped galleries may be seen if the bark is knocked off or removed. Larvae themselves are very small and hard to see.   As they mature and emerge, adult beetles leave distinctive D-shaped exit holes in the outer bark of branches and the trunk. Their presence typically goes undetected until trees show symptoms of being infested.

 Q: Where is it now?

A: Southeastern Michigan, where the pest was first detected in North America, is heavily infested.  EAB has also been found in Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Southern Ontario and, just last month, in Pennsylvania (near Pittsburgh).  It is roughly 75 miles from our borders.

Q: How does it migrate?

A: EAB is not a particularly strong flier.  Adults typically fly less than ½ mile from the tree their emergence tree, although research has indicated they can fly a kilometer or more.  Most long-distance movement of EAB has been directly traced to ash firewood or ash nursery stock.  Other untreated ash wood and ash product movement (logs, lumber, pallets, etc) generally present lesser risks.  Wood chips or mulch are considered to pose no risk of movement.

Q: Why should New York care? How serious is this?

 A: The estimated annual contribution of forest-based manufacturing and forest related recreation and tourism to the New York State economy is over $9 billion.  Ash species (white, green and black) comprise almost 8% of all trees in NY state.

Ash is a commercially-valuable species, and is used for baseball bats, furniture lumber, and pallet manufacture.  Black ash is also prized by Native American tribes, including the Akwesasne, for traditional basket making.  More importantly, ash is a very common street tree in many New York communities.  It was widely planted to replace native elms lost to Dutch elm disease.  In Michigan, the greatest economic impact has been on communities faced with removal of thousands of dead ash on streets and in yards.  Many of these dead trees pose significant public safety hazards and liability problems for municipalities.

Q: What action is the state taking or recommending?

  A: The State has been taking several actions over the past several years.

· We have been cooperating with NYS Dept. of Agriculture & Markets and U.S.D.A. on surveying and monitoring efforts aimed at early detection of this insect.  For the past several years we have deployed baited traps and established "trap trees" in an attempt to determine if EAB is present in our forests.

· We have cooperated in research efforts on trapping and detection methods for EAB and other invasive forest pests.

· This year, we initiated a major outreach and information campaign aimed at users of state campgrounds alerting them to the dangers of moving firewood and asking them not to move firewood, and buy firewood locally instead.

· We have been investigating response strategies to the potential discovery of EAB in NY.

· We have been exploring and discussing the idea of a firewood quarantine or ban on firewood coming into State Parks and campgrounds (as many other States have instituted), and how to make that work.

· We have been communicating and collaborating with other groups, agencies and States regarding the need to deal with firewood movement as a vector for invasive species on a regional, if not national level.

· DEC’s firewood webpage:  http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/28722.html 

· USDA APHIS Cooperative Emerald ash borer program webpage:  http://www.emeraldashborer.info 

· US Forest Service Emerald ash borer webpage:  http://na.fs.fed.us/fhp/eab/ 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[image: image16.wmf]Purple loosestrife (lythrum salicaria) is now outlawed in 20 states in the US due to its invasive nature. The seedlings grow very rapidly, and in North America, purple loosestrife has no natural predators. Purple loosestrife has been particularly harmful to wetlands, changing the structure and function and endangering plants and wildlife. The plant came from Europe and Asia. In its native habitat, purple loosestrife has over a 100 different insect species that feed on its leaves, flowers, and roots. Cornell University in partnership with the Dept. of Environmental Conservation (DEC), and the Central & Western Chapter of the Nature Conservancy, has developed a solution. After much research and testing, the Galerucella beetle and the root weevil have been imported from Europe and introduced into the dunes and wetlands of the Eastern Lake Ontario shoreline, an area renowned for its freshwater ecosystem. After one year, nearly 95 percent of the loosestrife infestation has been eliminated. Cattails and other native wetland plants have reemerged. Researchers are hopeful that a return to balance is possible. For more information http://www.invasiveplants.net/InvasivePlants/Purple-Loosestrife/PurpleLoosestrife.asp.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Firewood and Invasive Insects, Don't Move Firewood - you could be killing our trees! New York's forests are under attack from numerous invasive exotic insect pests. In years past, we have been hit with Chestnut blight, European gypsy moth, Dutch elm disease and Beech bark disease, all with devastating results. Recently, we have discovered Asian long-horned beetles, Hemlock wooly adelgids, Pine shoot beetles and Sirex woodwasps infesting New York's urban and rural forests and killing thousands of trees. Other, potentially devastating insect invaders such as Emerald ash borer and Asian gypsy moth loom just over the horizon.

One common way many of these insect pests are moved around the country - beyond their natural rate of spread based on biology and flight potential - is on firewood carried by campers, hunters and other users of our forests. This firewood may come from trees killed by insect pests and taken down wherever the visitors came from. The users are frequently not even aware they are moving eggs or larvae of these pests, which may be hidden on or under the bark or buried deep within the logs. A casual observation of boaters and campers checking in at any campground will reveal trunk loads or boatloads of firewood being brought in, often from far distant states.

Once transported to new locations, eggs may hatch, or larvae may mature and emerge to attack host trees in and around the camping areas. Too often, these new infestations are not detected until numerous trees start to die, and the infestation has spread beyond our ability to eradicate it or control it effectively.

In the Lake States, the exotic, invasive Emerald ash borer (EAB) has caused great destruction of all native species of ash trees (which are also common across New York). In Detroit alone, over 70,000 city trees have been lost. This pest has also spread throughout Michigan, and into Ontario, Illinois, Indiana and Ohio. In numerous occasions, this pest has shown up far removed from previous known infestations, in "outlier" occurrences, at or near campgrounds and forest recreation areas. New York State is now less than 150 miles from the nearest EAB infestations. Federal emerald ash borer quarantine regulations restrict the movement of ash wood and trees from regulated States (MI, IL, IN and OH), in an attempt to limit the spread of this one pest. 

The Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) was first confirmed in New York State in 1996. Areas of Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and Nassau and Suffolk Counties are also under Federal quarantine which prohibits the movement of firewood and wood products of all hardwood species out of these regulated areas. 

In addition, several other states and the province of Ontario, have bans or regulations in place concerning the importation or movement of firewood, of any species, as a means to prevent introduction or limit spread of any of the insect pests known to live in or on cut firewood. In addition, many States and Federal agencies, including United States Department of Agriculture Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (USDA APHIS) and USDA Forest Service, have begun extensive outreach and public education campaigns to explain the dangers posed to forests from the movement of firewood, and encourage recreational users to "not move firewood." Many of these States and Federal agencies have found it necessary to take stronger measures to protect forest resources and have imposed bans on firewood movement. http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/28722.html

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------


2008 New York State Maple Producers Winter Conference. Plan now to attend the 2008 New York State Maple Producers Winter Conference. Schedule these dates in your planner or in your computer or maybe even in your head but be sure you set aside January 4th and 5th to get together with lots of other maple producers.  The 2008 Maple Conference will be held in the same great location, the Vernon-Verona-Sherrill High School in Verona, New York on Friday evening January 4th and all day Saturday, January 5th.  This central location provides plenty of meeting space as well as room for a large trade show with over 25 exhibitors displaying plenty of specialized equipment for meeting maple producer needs. This year we are introducing a slightly more relaxed session schedule that will include the latest in research and grower experiences regarding maple production, promotion, forest management and the making and marketing of a variety of maple products.  This day-and-a-half event has something for every level of maple producer.  A maple conference you will not want to miss.

The conference kicks off Friday evening with a featured speaker at 7:00 PM and industry trade show highlighting maple equipment, manufacturers, and vendors scheduled from 6:00 PM until 9:00 PM. More than 25 exhibitors are anticipated to display a complete line of maple equipment including evaporators, vacuum pumps, tubing supplies, and value-added processing equipment and supplies.

Saturday’s program features 40 of the industry’s leading maple experts from throughout North America and Canada presenting in a variety of concurrent workshops. These workshops focus on several major areas of emphasis: beginning sugarmakers, new and advanced technologies, marketing, promotion, value-added products, maple tapping, tubing, vacuum, and forest management.  

The conference is open to the general public, as well as maple producers, and is geared to all levels of sugar makers. Saturday’s trade show opens at 8:00 AM with workshops starting at 9:00AM.  Held at the Vernon-Verona-Sherrill (V.V.S.) High School, Verona, New York, the conference is sponsored by the V.V.S. FFA, New York State Maple Producers Association and Cornell Cooperative Extension.  The V.V.S. High School is located between Utica and Syracuse, New York on State Route 31 just two minutes from NYS Thruway Exit 33.  Overnight accommodations are within five minutes of the conference site. For additional information contact V.V.S. FFA advisor Keith Schiebel at <kschiebel@vvsschools.org>, or visit the school’s website at: www.vvscentralschools.org.  Registration information and forms will also be available at the New York State Maple Producers Website: www.nysmaple.com or the Cornell Maple Program website: cornellmaple.com in November and December.

For more information, please contact: Keith Schiebel -  kschiebel@vvsschools.org, Stephen Childs - slc18@cornell.edu
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

October 16 - Confections Workshop II, Wyoming County, NY.  Contact: Lutie Batt, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Wyoming County, 401 North Main Street, Warsaw NY 14569, Phone: 585-786-2251

October 26-27 - Confections Workshop II, Wyoming County, NY.  Contact: Lutie Batt, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Wyoming County, 401 North Main Street, Warsaw NY 14569, Phone: 585-786-2251

January 19, 2008 - Western NY Maple School, Contact: Lutie Batt, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Wyoming County, 401 North Main Street, Warsaw NY 14569, Phone: 585-786-2251

Welcome New Members
	Joe Amisano
	Honeoye Falls, NY

	Thomas J. Parker
	Spencerport, NY

	James R. Pearce
	Arkport, NY

	Pezza Family
	Marion, NY


-------------------------------------------------------------

Some Interesting and Maybe Helpful Websites
· National Forest Foundation Offers Web-Based Carbon Offset Tool: The National Forest Foundation (NFF) recently entered the voluntary carbon market with a Web-based tool—the Carbon Capital Fund—that will allow consumers to offset their carbon footprint with a verified offset. According to the NFF, consumers can use the tool to determine an individual, family or organization's carbon emissions.  The Web site www.carboncapitalfund.org provides the consumer, large or small, with a way to offset their carbon footprint. As an initial estimate for every $6 they donate, one metric ton of CO2 emissions is offset through pilot projects that the NFF is developing with the Forest Service.  The estimated carbon offset from each project will be verified by an independent third party, Winrock International. 
· Forest Resource Environmental Education (F.R.E.E.) Network:  The F.R.E.E. Network is an environmental education resource for teachers and students of all ages. The Forest Resource Environmental Education (F.R.E.E.) Network began as a coalition of representatives from state and federal government agencies, the University of Minnesota and the Minnesota forest products industry to facilitate dissemination of information about forest resources and the products that flow from them. In 2007, administration of the F.R.E.E. Network website was transferred from the University of Minnesota to Dovetail Partners, Inc. This site is for teachers and students at all grade levels who want to learn more about forests and the management of forests. Within this site are: research resources, lists of teaching resources categorized by topic and grade level, list of teaching units by topic, downloadable PowerPoint slides that can be used in computerized presentations or converted to overhead transparencies, an environmental quiz that has been administered to thousands of students and adults nationwide, links to other forest-oriented information sites.  http://www.freenetwork.org/index.html 
· SMALLWOOD UTILIZATION NETWORK (SUN): SUN offers a broad network to deal with the complex set of challenges in supply, production, and marketing for the emerging smallwood industry. To keep you up-to-date with the industry, they have the SUN email newsletter and the SUN forum where you can read others' replies to the newsletter articles or add your own comments.  www.smallwoodnews.com
-------------------------------------------------------------

	Tree Tubes available from WFL -
  Contact Ron Reitz at 585-367-2847



	Tree Tube Description
	
	Member Price
	Non-member Price

	4’ without stakes
	
	$3.00
	$3.50

	5’ without stakes
	
	$3.50
	$4.00

	4’ with stakes
	
	$3.50
	$4.00

	5’ with stakes
	
	$4.00
	$4.50

	Also available – slightly used 4’ without stakes @ $1.75 apiece.


Chestnut Tree Poised For Comeback

WRENTHAM, MASS. - Tromping through a Massachusetts state forest, Brad Smith spots an old stump with dead shoots and one lone, green sprout – a sad but not uncommon remnant of a once-proud species – the American chestnut tree.

Except for a few mature trees, the species has struggled for 50 years to survive. It does that in the same way: Stumps send up sprouts that are quickly

attacked by the same invasive blight that wiped out about 3.5 billion chestnut trees between 1904 and 1950.

"What you're seeing is the former king of the forest reduced to surviving as a mere shrub," says Mr. Smith, president of the Massachusetts chapter of the American Chestnut Foundation (ACF).

Now, however, an American chestnut revival may be imminent. Scientists using traditional plant breeding techniques are on the verge of a breakthrough. In fact, Smith smiles and shares a little secret: the "holy grail" of American chestnut trees – a hybrid supertree fully resistant to the blight – is alive and growing down south.

Hidden on a country road that winds through rural Meadowview, Va., is a 93-acre plot of ground that holds the future of the American chestnut: about 120 hybrid saplings. The trees – going on two years old and four feet tall – are considered "fully blight resistant" and are thriving.

At this rate, by 2010 there should be enough "holy grail" nuts to begin planting in selected test sites in national forests. By 2015, production from such plots is expected to grow exponentially – yielding enough nuts to allow for full-blown replanting – if everything goes well.

Cross-breeding American chestnut trees is a challenge because they do not produce fruit until their sixth year. Researchers have spent 25 years breeding resistant Chinese varieties of chestnut with nonresistant American versions – then "back-crossing" or breeding resistant American chestnuts with one another. It's a difficult project that the US government attempted but dropped long ago.

Restoring the species to its former glory has been the life's work of Fred Hebard, whom some regard as the American chestnut tree's Johnny Appleseed. What he's growing on his research farm in Meadowview is a tree now 15/16ths American chestnut that will grow tall and true, with 1/16 Chinese chestnut resistance.

"We're starting to produce the critical generation of fully resistant chestnut, the one we intend to release into the woods," he says. "Within three to five years we hope to begin putting out large numbers of trees, maybe 10,000 of them."

Known as the "sequoia of the East," the American chestnut was once dominant in forests from Maine to Florida, a majestic giant that easily grew four feet across, 120 feet high and lived for centuries. Its nuts were an important source of food for animals and humans and its rot-resistant wood prized by timber and furniture companies. 

It's taken Dr. Hebard 18 years of painstaking hybridization to get to this point of having several hundred fully blight-resistant trees. Before him, predecessor Charles Burnham began the work in 1983.

Earlier this year, about 2,000 partially blight-resistant American chestnuts were planted on reclaimed mine land. Those trees may not survive beyond about six or seven years because they are not blight resistant. Even so, the effort will enable researchers to better understand growing conditions on such land.

Trials of the fully resistant American chestnut are expected within three years, when the ACF and the US Forest Service expect to plant thousands of the best of the "holy grail" seeds in two forests – in Kentucky and West Virginia – the heart of the chestnut's domain. About that same time, members of the ACF will also begin receiving seeds for planting.

Indeed, 13 state ACF chapters, whose orchards maintain about 40,000 partially resistant chestnut trees, will play a vital role in the chestnut restoration. Smith's Massachusetts chapter, like the others, is growing small orchards of the trees, slowly doing their own hybridization programs. Pollen from the best trees will be sent from Virginia to ACF chapters to accelerate development of varieties well-suited to regional weather and soil.

One new problem the foundation is facing isn't blight, but keeping the seeds from being sold on eBay for fat profits.

"Everybody and his cousin wants these seeds, but we've got to be real careful about naming it and what we're going to claim about [the trees' capabilities]," says Paul Sisco, a co-architect of the recovery plan with Hebard. "We won't really know how good it's going to be until about five years from now."

In fact, a tree labeled "fully blight resistant" may still contract the blight, but it should be able to ward off the fungus altogether.

Other groups, such as the American Chestnut Cooperators Foundation, are taking different approaches to breeding. Some hold out hope for a direct genetic-engineering fix, although that task is daunting because the tree's genes have not been sequenced.

"We are planting the hope, and making a commitment, that this noble hardwood will be restored to the American landscape and its vital ecological role in our nation's forests," Dirk Kempthorne, US Secretary of the Interior, said on July 26.

Today when consumers buy chestnuts for "roasting by an open fire" during the holiday season, they come from the Asian chestnut and other varieties that resist blight. But now it looks as if the American version could return one day. "I'm looking forward to growing a really big one in my backyard," Smith says. Chestnut tree poised for comeback A hybrid, 25 years in the making, is designed to resist a devastating blight. By Mark Clayton | Staff writer of The Christian Science Monitor from the August 7, 2007 edition Found at: http://www.csmonitor.com/2007/0807/p02s01-sten.html


Newsletter Editor Needed!!!!
The WFL Chapter is in urgent need of a new editor to create the newsletter. If you can help with this task please contact Richard Starr at (585) 377-4849. The newsletter is a valuable resource for the Chapter. Due to job relocation I will no longer be able to prepare the newsletter.   Call today and offer your assistance. 
-------------------------------------------------------------

Thank You!!
Also, we'd like to feature a thank you to the ones who have donated time in monitoring our display booth this summer.  This is an excellent outreach program for WFL and gives us many contacts with forest owners that are not NYFOA members.  Often such folks are looking for ideas on managing their woodland but don't know who to contact for assistance.

 
    At Empire Farm Days in August:
                    Ron Reitz, Dick Dennison, Dale & Eileen Schaefer, Harry Dieter, 

                    Mike Seager, Dick Starr, George & Marnie Koliwasky, Less Lovelass

                    David Deuel, Paul Fox

  

    At DEC Hunting & Fishing days in September:
                    Ron Reitz, Dick Dennison, Dick Starr, Dale & Eileen Schaefer, Harry Deiter

                    Mike Seager

 

Consider joining as a volunteer.  It's fun and satisfying to meet other woodland owners and help them with questions and priorities as they manage their forests.  If you wish to volunteer contact any board member.

 



The NEW YORK FOREST OWNERS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER is published for members of the Western Finger Lakes Chapter of the New York Forest Owners Association (NYFOA) and is published 4 times per year. NYFOA was founded in 1963 and is organized to encourage the wise management of private woodland resources in New York State by promoting, protecting, representing and serving the interests of woodland owners. The Western Finger Lakes chapter was founded in 1988 and encompasses Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Orleans, Seneca, Steuben, Wayne, and Yates counties.

Membership is open to anyone interested in understanding how to manage a woodlot. NYFOA membership can bring returns in the satisfaction of growing quality timber, stabilizing forest industries and markets, providing permanent jobs, increasing the value of your woods, enlarging areas of natural beauty across the state, and leaving behind a monument in living trees to bless the tomorrows for the boys and girls of today. For information on becoming an NYFOA member, contact Liana Gooding, NYFOA Secretary, NYFOA, P.O. Box 541, Lima, NY, 14485 or at 1-800-836-3566. Annual membership is $30 for individuals and $35 for families and includes: subscriptions to this newsletter; to the bimonthly NYFOA state-wide publication, The New York FOREST OWNER; attendance at chapter meetings; and at two statewide meetings. Membership at the Contributing level ($50- $100) and Supporting level ($101 & up) are also offered. For more information visit www.nyfoa.org .

Readers are encouraged to submit articles for publication in the NEWSLETTER. Articles should be mailed or e-mailed to: Richard Starr at the address below. Electronic submissions are preferred.  Any letters should be sent to the Chair for consideration. 
NYFOA WESTERN FINGER LAKES 2007 Board of Directors (terms run January - December, except Activity Directors are September - August):
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Dick Dennison, Secretary


137 Wood Creek Drive


Pittsford, NY 14534


(585) 586-9098


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Kibbycamp@rochester.rr.com" ��Kibbycamp@rochester.rr.com�





Harry Dieter, At-Large State Board Member 


217 Rush-Mendon Town Line Rd


Honeoye Falls, NY 14472


(585) 533-2085


� HYPERLINK "mailto:hadieter@frontiernet.net" ��hadieter@frontiernet.net�





Ray Cavallaro, Director


245 Hurstborne Road


Rochester, NY 14609-5503


(585) 288-3411





Patrick Marren, Director 


NYSDEC


6274 E. Avon-Lima Road


Avon, NY, 14414  





Mike Seager


Chapter Designated Director


P.O. Box 1281


Pittsford, NY 14534


(585) 414-6511


seager_michael@yahoo.com





Keith & Marianne Maynard


Program Director


4394 Buckelew Road


Bloomfield, NY 14469


(585) 229-4102


� HYPERLINK "mailto:maynardkel@aol.com" ��maynardkel@aol.com�





Dale Schaefer, Director


6017 County Road #37


Springwater, NY 14560


(585) 367-2849








Walt Schuchardt, Director


Video Librarian


20 Webster Road


Spencerport, NY 14559


(585) 352-4897


-------------------------------------





Newsletter Editor - Vacant





-----------------------------------------


Richard Starr, Chairperson


231 Farm View Dr.


Macedon, NY 14502


(585) 377-4849


� HYPERLINK "mailto:pockaa@aol.com" ��pockaa@aol.com�





Ron Reitz, Treasurer


6086 Canadice Hill Rd.


Springwater, NY 14560


(585) 367-2847


r� HYPERLINK "mailto:rrlpr@aol.com" ��rrlpr@aol.com�





Tony Ross & Anne Ross


Director


358 Hurstbourne Road


Rochester, NY 14609


(585) 288-4821


aaross@frontiernet.net




















“To exist as a nation, 


to proper as a state, and to live as a people, 


we must have trees.”


Theodore Roosevelt, 1907 
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