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Upcoming Events that May Interest YOU

December 4 - Christmas Party at the Babcocks at 6:30 pm -?

3174 Thompson Road in Cazenovia. Delicious food and good company provided
by Sandy & Maria. Cost of $5.00/person.
Please RSVP by Dec. 1 at 315-662-7707 or email aplstone@dreamscape.com

November 29 - 2pm at Liverpool Public Library A showing of the film
“DIRT! The Movie" -- narrated by Jamie Lee Curtis -- brings to life the
environmental, economic, social and political impact that the soil has. Trailer
can be seen at http://www.dirtthemovie.org/the-film/

December 12 at 8:30 a.m - Maple production the beginners workshop from
Cornell Cooperative Extension -

“Steve Childs, Cornell Maple Specialist, will be joining us on Saturday, December
12 at 8:30 a.m. for the 2015 Onondaga County Maple School. We will be
meeting at the DeWitt Community Room, 148 Sanders Creek Parkway, East
Syracuse. Steve will discuss maple production for the beginner: why make maple
syrup, what trees give you sweet sap, tapping, collecting sap, boiling, equipment,
knowing when its finished, filtering, canning, storing and using maple syrup.” For
more information and to register go to :
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/Maple2015_23

or contact Kristina Ferrare at (315) 424-9485 ext. 231 or kaf226@cornell.edu.

January 5 @7 pm- with snow date of January 7

CNY-NYFOA Board of Directors' meeting, election of officers, and planning for
2016 program. Cornell Cooperative Extension Building at Morrisville Community
College.

Are you 21 to 50 years young? Most of us on the Board are 70+/- and we'll
keep on going another 70. But, new ideas fuel our imaginations. So, you are all
invited to the January Board Meeting. Also, we need to identify woods with 10
plus acres for 2016 Woods Walks...got some?

April 16, 2016 - State NYFOA Annual Meeting for 2016 which will be held at
SUNY-ESF - details in future newsletter

Please welcome new members Dave Antos and Peter Tonetti
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Did you have an apple
carpet in your woods
this year?
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KNOW YOUR DEC Forester
who can help forest owners create or update a Forestry Stewardship plan

Onondaga and Oswego County now have their own DEC Forester in Dan Sawchuck and

he welcomes inquiries from forest owners. You can reach him at.... 2133 County Rt. 22,
Altmar, NY 13302, Phone: (315) 298-7467

In Herkimer and Oneida County, Justanna Bohling is the DEC forester whom you can

contact at justanna.bohling@decny.gov, 225 North Main Street, P.O. Box 89, Herkimer,
NY 13350-0089 Phone: (315) 866-6330

The DEC forester in Cayuga County is John Graham, 1285 Fisher Ave., Cortland, NY
13045-1090 Phone: (607) 753-3095

In Chenango and Madison counties, the DEC forester is Paul Romanenko, 2715 State
Highway 80, Sherburne, NY 13460-0594 Phone: (607) 674-4017

According to the Private Forestry web page at dec.ny.gov "There are two types of financial
help available for New York landowners, 480-a forest tax law, and the EQIP (Environmental
Quality Incentives Program) cost-share program."

"480-a Forest Tax Law - Created to encourage the sustainable management of New York's
timber resource, 480-a Forest Tax Law provides property tax savings for landowners who
are enrolled in the program

EQIP- A voluntary cost-share program for private landowners that provides financial and
technical assistance to pay for implementing conservation and management practices that
will improve their forests. EQIP is funded by United States Department of Agriculture

Natural Resources Conservation Service with technical assistance provided by DEC forestry
staff.

Beside the assistance that a DEC forester can provide you, dec.ny.gov refers to
Consulting Foresters as "independent individuals and small businesses provide a
wide array of forestry services to landowners"

Dan Zimmerman is a forester who works at McDonough Hardwoods. He is willing to
assist NYFOA members in finding a consulting forester in their area and other
questions. You can reach him at his cell phone: 315-404-7069 or office :315-829-3449.

Dan describes "McDonough purchasing policy: We will walk the woods with you, mark the
timber your way affer an engaging discussion concerning objectives and good forestry
practices, provide you with: 1) fimber cruise, 2) lump sum offer, 3) silvical and
ecological narrative with future ramifications that would be a result of the present
marking regime. No cost to you. Qualified Forester with 38 years experience and
certified timber harvesters that we are very proud of!"
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Twigs and Sawdust
from Ralph Meyer, Chair

Birch Syrup: Sells for $20 -$ 25 per 8 oz. bottle, You can tap white, river, or yellow birch
trees. Consider that 120 gallons of Birch sap is required for one gallon Birch syrup. Compare
that to the 40 gallons of sap it takes to make a gallon of Maple syrup!

Kudzu: The scourge of the South, which grows and kills everything. Plants adapt....Recently a
three acre area of kudzu was found in the lower Hudson, NY area...It had grown and killed
every tree and plant in the area.

Hemlock wooly adelgid: There's some hope, since several treatments have been used but be
advised: SAFARI and CoreTect are neonicotinoids currently suspected of bee colony collapse etc.

* In the Smoky Mountains SAFARI is being sprayed on tree trunks for systemic
treatment to kill adelgids...The cost is about $2.50/ diameter inch of trunk.
CoreTect (a Bayer product) in tablet form is buried in a tree's roots to
systemically treat the tree (2-3 tablets per inch trunk diameter)

* Aphids are being raised that kill the adelgids.

Ash is holding a good price for logs even though Emerald Ash Borer is a threat. If you have
trees 16 inch or more, DBH (Diameter Base Height)...you may want to consider a sale. Contact
a forester.

For plant range, the following web resource is available to everyone and is a good sources of
information: New York Flora Association web site: http://atlas.nyflora.org
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The NY Flora Assoc. Atlas links to some other databases which also provide range and/or
other information:

The USDA's Plant database can be searched by common or latin names, and provides plant
photos and/or drawings, some plant guides and whether the plant is native or introduced,

water tolerance etc.) available at
http://www.plants.usda.gov
Also,if you know the genus you are interested in, you can search by genus and see the general

distribution in a state at "BONAP's North American Plant Atlas (NAPA" ) at
http://bonap.net.

Reading Corner...check out...
Iowa's Climate-Change Wisdom by Jeff Biggers, New York Times, Nov. 20, 2015

Farmers planting trees to sequester carbon. http://nyti.ms/1Ylueuz

Deforestation and Drought by Jim Robbins, New York Times, Oct. 9, 2015

More insights into the complex relationship of land use and climate changes as
indicated by deforestation in South America http://nyti.ms/1VJT618

Introducing Cultivated Mushrooms, New York's newest crop by Jacob Pucci on
Syracuse.com, Nov.22, 2015 -- go to Posts at
http://connect.syracuse.com/staff/jpucci/index.html
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How familiar are you with the Master Forester Program? Below is an extract
from an article about the Master Forester Program by Sarah Stackhouse

If you have trees, either a small woodlot or a large wooded parcel, you should know about the
Master Forest Owner Volunteer Program. Master Forest OwnerVolunteers (MFOs) are for
woodland owners what Master Gardeners are for home gardeners. The MFO program
provides, for free, private forest owners of New York State with information and
encouragement necessary to manage their forest lands. Over 200 experienced MFO's are
available, ready to assist neighbor forest owners with the information needed to manage their
forest land to meet their objectives. All MFOs are graduates of an intensive 4-day training
program, where they learn about saw timber and wildlife management, forest economics and
ecology. They also have the opportunity to attend annual refresher courses.

NYS forest owners may contact an MFO for information about the program and discuss
opportunities for obtaining more satisfaction from one's woods, whether it is hunting, cutting
firewood, growing saw timber, watching birds and wildlife and enhancing their habitat, or just
enjoying a peaceful walk. At your request, an MFO will arrange a visit with you at your
woodlot to get a first-hand look and discuss your priorities and sources of assistance and
information.. They can give you information on wildlife habitat improvement, cutting firewood,
timber stand improvement, timber theft, conducting a timber sale, as well as invasive plant
and pest identification and control. MFOs are experienced and knowledgeable individuals who
can put you in touch with the right people to help you meet your goals. The MFO can also be
instrumental in helping you to develop a management plan for your property. Why manage your
forest land? Over 14 million acres of woodland in NYS are privately owned. That is over
80% of NY's forest land! Dividing large holdings into smaller and smaller parcels and rapid
turnover of ownership have created a large number of new and inexperienced forest owners
who are neither aware of their management opportunities, nor know how to achieve their
ownership objectives. There are over 500,000 forest owners statewide: the average woodlot
size is 35 acres. Much of the woodland in NYS has grown up on land that was open fields and
pastures in the early 1900's. The trees are around 75 years old and are beginning to have
some commercial value as saw timber. They are also at the stage of development where a
selective thinning of the woods by removing diseased, damaged and less desirable species, as
well as trees that are crowding each other, will greatly benefit the more desirable and
healthier trees and result in a healthier and more valuable woodlot and forest. This is known
as a timber stand improvement thinning. In addition, forest management can help to improve
wildlife habitat by encouraging growth of trees beneficial to wildlife for food and cover,
retaining den trees, providing brush piles for cover for birds and small mammals, and providing
diverse habitats to support a variety of wildlife species. A healthy forest also encourages
water infiltration and reduces runoff, which are vital to reducing flooding and minimizing
erosion on the steep hillsides of the Finger Lakes.If you have questions and would like to
improve the quality and your enjoyment of your woodlot, contact an MFO to help you to attain
your objectives.

Kristina Ferrare from Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) in Onondaga County is now working
with the Master Forest Owner program in Onondaga County and Central and Western
Adirondack regions. Check out other CCE programs at www.extendonondaga.org or other county
extension offices such as ,www.cceoneida.com, madisoncountycce.org, www.cce.cornell.edu/
herkimer, www.thatscooperativeextension.org ( Oswego)
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CNY-NYFOA event dates to remember - December 4, January 5

Who visits your woods?

If you have news, articles or photos of general interest to
share, please forward them to the newsletter editor,
(randi.starmer@gmail.com) to put into future newsletters .

We hope you can join us for future events. Email or Write
Ralph (meyerralf@yahoo.com) with ideas.
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