Statewide plan for coordinating management and restoration of critical habitats on NYS’s private forest lands
Need: 
“72% of the forested land in New York is in private ownership, and primarily non-corporate private ownership. It is, therefore, imperative that New York State finds a way to work with these land owners for effective implementation of the forest habitat management recommendations. It is also in the best interest of the state that these lands remain working forests, managed appropriately for fish and wildlife conservation values, and generating job and tax revenue.” - Lisa Holst, NYS DEC 
According to the Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy for New York:

“Active management of vegetative succession is needed. Mature and early successional forest habitats may suffer because of negative public perceptions related to timber cutting. The result is large, homogenous forest tracts with lower structural, vegetative, and species diversity than would be encountered in forests with both natural disturbances (e.g., fire, wind throws) and active management (variable cutting regimes). In truth, sustainable forestry practices, when implemented in accordance with NYS silvicultural best management practices (BMP), improve forest health and resilience… Perhaps the most serious threat to these [forested] habitats and the species that rely on them is the lack of adequate management due to misconceptions about the benefits of sustainable forestry practices for wildlife. Much of New York State’s forest lands are in private ownership, making public outreach and education an important tool in addressing this threat." (pp. 58-59).
Project objectives: 
· To identify (in a database and map) landowners of critical forested habitats for Species of Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) statewide (including members of NYFOA’s 10 regional chapters and the NYS Tree Farm Program and others) who would be willing to undertake forested habitat management and restoration activities on their lands through outreach and education utilizing a variety of methods and media and volunteers from the Master Forest Owner program and NYFOA’s partners from the Cornell School of Natural Resources faculty and staff and county-based Cooperative Extension natural resources educators; 
· To develop a comprehensive written implementation plan for management and restoration of critical habitats on NYS’s private forest lands for SGCN., including a site-specific map layer that would be compatible with the DEC mapping system, identifying the property boundaries and habitats of interested landowners; and the communications, funding, and technical assistance needed to engage these landowners in taking future action.
This project falls clearly within the scope of several of the CWCS Statewide Conservation Priorities for information dissemination and planning recommendations:

“Expand forestry practices information sheets to include information related to SGCN and watershed protection.” (p. 83)
"Make information available to public and private land managers regarding the benefits and need for reducing fragmentation of mature forests. Also provide for early successional habitat, including even-aged forest stand management and sustainable forestry practices where it is deemed appropriate or desirable." (p. 83)
“Build on the existing fine-filter draft of the CWCS to generate coarse-filter recommendations for identification of priority habitats.” (p. 78)
