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Photo shows fern fronds prior to full expansion. Mowing these ferns
after expansion will likely deplete their starch reserves.  Repeated
mowing will reduce fern abundance. See article on page 6 for
informaiton on controling ferns. Photograph courtesy of Peter
Smallidge.
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ber and early January; and I hope to hear
from other chapters with dates when we
can meet early in the new year.

One of my strengths in helping the other
associations that I’ve managed is fund
development. I plan to begin efforts on
behalf of NYFOA still in 2005 to identify
funding sources and obtain grant money
and donations to assist in implementing the
organization’s 2006 Action Plan. I will
also be administering NYFOA’s current
grants from the US Forest Service for
FLEP and the Highlands.

Peter Smallidge, State Extension
Forester (and NYFOA Board Member),
Alan White and I will be attending a
meeting with Rob Davies, New York State
Forester, and key members of Rob’s staff
in Albany December 8th. The purpose of
this meeting is to discuss accomplishments
that have resulted from the partnership
between NYFOA and NYSDEC and to
coordinate planning for future collabora-
tive undertakings such as FLEP, the
Highlands project, and other opportunities.
It is my goal that we will be able to
continue regular meetings with Rob and
his staff throughout the year ahead.

I will be meeting with the NYFOA
Editorial Committee (Peter Smallidge,
Cindy King, and Editor Mary Beth
Malmsheimer) at my new office in
Watkins Glen on December 2 to assess the
Forest Owner’s content, organization, and
format. We will be preparing recommen-
dations for Board consideration at their
February meeting.

NYFOA’s Annual Meeting will be held
in conjunction with the New York Farm
Show at the State Fairgrounds on February
25th. I will be working with NYFOA staff
and board to plan the agenda for this
meeting and to finalize the NYFOA 2006
Action Plan for approval at the February
Board meeting. Mark your calendars now
and make plans to attend the Annual
Meeting and educational sessions February
23rd and 24th.

I look forward to working with NY-
FOA’s members and partners to advance
the association’s mission in the years ahead.

NYFOA is a not-for-
profit group of NY State
landowners promotingJoin!

stewardship of private forests for the
benefit of current and future generations.
Through local chapters and statewide
activities, NYFOA helps woodland
owners to become responsible stewards
and interested publics to appreciate the
importance of New York’s forests.

Join NYFOA today and begin to receive
its many benefits including: six issues of
The New York Forest Owner,
woodswalks, chapter meetings, and two
statewide meetings. Complete and mail
this form:

I/We would like to support good for-
estry and stewardship of New York’s
forest lands

(  ) I/We own ______acres of wood-
land.
(  ) I/We do not own woodland but
support the Association’s objectives.

Name: ________________________
Address: ______________________
City: _________________________
State/ Zip: ____________________
Telephone: ____________________
Email: _______________________
County of Residence: ___________
County of Woodlot: _____________
Referred by: ___________________

Regular Annual Dues:
(  ) Student $10
(Please provide copy of student ID)
(  ) Individual $30
(  ) Family $35
Sustaining Memberships
(Includes NYFOA annual dues)
(  ) Contributor $50-$99
(  ) Sponsor $100-$249
(  ) Benefactor $250-$499
(  ) Steward $500 or more

For regular memberships, make check
payable to New York Forest Owners
Association. For sustaining NYFOA
memberships, indicate if for individual
or family and make check payable to
NYFOA. Send the completed form to:

NYFOA
P.O. Box 541

Lima, New York 14485
1-800-836-3566
www.nyfoa.org

From
TheExecutive Director

It’s very exciting to be NYFOA’s new
Executive Director. I started work in the

middle of October and attended my first
Board meeting October 29. Now I’m
looking forward to getting out to all of the
chapters to hear about what you are doing
to further forest stewardship in New York
State and how I can help you achieve your
goals.

NYFOA’s Executive Committee and I
have developed a list of priorities that I
will be working on in my first 90 days on
the job. I want to share these with you
here so that you’ll have an understanding
of some of the tasks with which I’ll be
involved in the next few months.

Dan Palm has been a fantastic Executive
Director for NYFOA. The organization is
losing an extremely talented leader and a
real do-er. Recognizing these are big shoes

to fill, Dan agreed
to stay on board
for the first two
weeks after I
began. At that
time, we had a
couple of meetings
and nearly daily
email and phone

calls to assure that the transition was a
smooth one. Dan was involved on several
steering committees including one for
Forestry Awareness Day (which will be on
March 13th this year). I will continue to
represent NYFOA in planning for this event
with our partners from Empire State Forest
Products Association, NYSDEC, SUNY-
ESF, Farm Bureau, and NY Department of
Agriculture and Markets.

The Executive Committee expects that I
will visit each chapter at least once in the
coming year; and that I will visit at least
four chapters in my first 90 days as
Executive Director. In addition to getting
to know more about NYFOA members
and chapter-led initiatives, I will specifical-
ly be seeking members’ input and feedback
regarding the Membership Committee’s
proposal for recruiting and retaining
NYFOA members. I already have meet-
ings scheduled with the Western and
Southern Finger Lakes Chapters and the
Southern Adirondack Chapter in Decem-

–Mary Jeanne Packer
Executive Director
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In The
MAIL

Letters to the Editor are the opinions of the authors themselves
and not necessarily of the New York Forest Owners Associa-

tion. They may be sent to:  The New York Forest Owner
134 Lincklaen Street, Cazenovia, NY 13035

or
via e-mail at mmalmshe@syr.edu

Susan J. Keister, L.L.C.
Forestry Consulting and Environmental Management Services

Per diem based fee structure for bid sales = no commissions
NYS-DEC Cooperating Consulting Forester      SAF Certified, WBE

Services Include:

General permit and environmental management advice including
wetlands, mining, local timber harvesting and special use permits.

7025 Harpers Ferry Road  •   Wayland, N.Y. 14572
585-728-3044/ph •  585-728-2786 / fax  •  susanjkeister@frontiernet.net

Timber Stand Improvement
-Marking
-Implementation

Damage Appraisals
-Strategy and advice
-Stump Cruises
-Valuations

Litigation Support
-Expert Witness Testimony

Management Plans
-Flep
-480a

Commercial Timber Harvests/Valuations
-High Quality Hardwoods
-Low Grade Hardwoods
-Softwoods

Federal Wetlands Delineations
-Permit Applications

We Need Your Voice – Please Act Now

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting
comments for the 2007 Farm Bill.  In the past, the Farm Bill provided
technical, educational and financial assistance to forest landowners.  This
includes the Forest Land Enhancement Program (FLEP).  Our forests
provide numerous benefits to our communities in terms of economic value,
natural resource protection, recreational opportunities and quality of life.
We need your help in voicing the importance of these forestry assistance
programs to ensure they remain in the Farm Bill and are amply funded.

To ensure the 2007 Farm Bill addresses the needs of forest landowners and
our communities, NYFOA urges you to submit written comments to
USDA as well as your elected representatives.  Comments must be
received by December 30, 2005.

Comments can be submitted electronically via the Internet at the USDA
home page (http://www.usda.gov/farmbill), by email to
FarmBill@usda.gov, or send by mail to Secretary of Agriculture Mike
Johanns, Farm Bill, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC
20250-3355.

MORE CHANGE:
NYFOA BY-LAWS

As part of the effort to merge NYWS
and NYFOA the Boards agreed the
surviving organization would use the
existing NYFOA By-Laws until
revised by-laws could be adopted.
Over the past few months a draft has
been prepared for review by the
members of NYFOA. Under the
existing by-laws, NYFOA members
vote on revisions. Thus, consideration
of the revised by-laws will be on the
agenda for the Annual Membership
meeting scheduled for February 25,
2006.

The current NYFOA by-laws which
were approved by the membership in
1999 and the proprosed draft dated
July 20, 2005 are posted on the
NYFOA website, www.nyfoa.org.
They can be obtained electronically by
contacting Liana Gooding at nyfoainc
@hotmail.com. If you don’t have
access to the internet a paper copy can
be obtained by calling NYFOA at 1-
800-836-3566. Any comments regard-
ing the draft can be forwarded to
Liana.

SUMMARY OF BY-LAWS
CHANGES

The following changes to the By-Laws
approved by the membership in 1999
are proposed:

1. Inclusion of language to cover
topics not here to fore included –
Article IV, Section 7 Duty of
Loyalty and conflict of interest;

continued on page 9
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HOW TO: Protect Trees from Winter Damage

This article appeared in the
November 2003 issue of “The
Forestry Source” a publication
of SAF. It is reprinted with their
permission.

I t’s no secret that winter snow and ice can
 damage trees, but contending with these

two cohorts of cold weather is just the tip
of the iceberg when it comes to preparing
trees for winter. Aside from snow and ice,
winter sun, wind and, of course, tempera-
tures can harm trees in a variety of ways.

To keep winter weather from damaging
your trees, Bert T. Swanson, a professor in
the University of Minnesota’s Department
of Horticultural Science, and Richard
Rideout, the forester for the city of
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, recommend taking
the following steps to prevent seasonal
damage to bark, branches, and roots.

Sun Scald
Sun scald occurs when sunlight heats

trees to the point of stimulating cambial
activity and then the sunlight is blocked, so
the bark temperature drops rapidly, killing
the active tissue. Sun scald often is
characterized by areas of elongated,
sunken, dried, or cracked, dead bark; is
usually found on the south or southwest
side of a tree; and typically occurs on
winter days when there is significant
temperature fluctuation.

Swanson and Rideout warn that young
trees, newly planted trees, thin-barked
trees, trees that have been pruned to raise
the lower branches, and trees transplanted
from a shady location to a sunny location
are most susceptible. Older trees, the
researchers say, are less vulnerable
because their thicker bark can insulate
dormant tissue from the sun’s heat,
ensuring that the tissue will remain
dormant and cold hardy.

To prevent sun scald, Swanson and
Rideout advise wrapping tree trunks with a
commercial tree wrap, plastic tree guards,
or any other light-colored material that will
reflect sunlight and keep the bark at a
constant temperature. Newly planted trees
should be wrapped for at least two winters,
and thin-barked species should be wrapped
for five winters or more.

Discoloration of Evergreen Foliage
Evergreen foliage that appears brown

or bleached may occur during winter

months as a result of excessive
transpiration caused by winter sun
and wind while the roots are in
frozen soil and unable to replace
lost water. Discoloration also may
be caused by sun scald, the
destruction of chlorophyll when
temperatures are below 28°F, and
the occurrence of cold tempera-
tures early in the fall before plants
have had a chance to harden.

Foliar damage normally occurs
on the south, southwest, and
windward sides of the evergreens,
but in severe cases the whole plant may
be affected. New transplants or plants
with succulent, late-season growth are
particularly sensitive.

To minimize winter injury to ever-
greens, Swanson and Rideout recommend
the following:
• Prop pine boughs or Christmas tree
greens against or over evergreens to
protect them from wind and sun and to
catch more snow for natural protection.
• Construct a barrier of burlap or similar
material on the south, southwest, and
windward sides of evergreens. If a plant
has exhibited injury on all sides, surround
it with a barrier, but leave the top open to
allow for some air and light penetration.
• Water throughout the growing season
and into the fall. Decrease watering
slightly in September to encourage
hardening off, then water thoroughly in
October until freeze-up. Watering only in
late fall will not help reduce injury.

Root Injury
Because roots do not become dormant in

the winter as quickly as stems, branches,
and buds, and roots are less hardy than
stems, it is important to prevent cold air
from getting through cracks in the soil,
where it can reduce fall root growth or kill
newly formed roots. Often the best strategy
to protect roots from cold temperatures is to
encourage root growth in the fall by
mulching new trees and shrubs with 6-8
inches of wood chips or straw. If the fall has
been dry, water heavily before the ground
freezes to reduce frost penetration.

Snow and Ice Damage
Heavy snow and ice storms cause

damage by bending and breaking branches.
Swanson and Rideout recommend wrap-
ping relatively small trees together or tying
the leaders with strips of carpet, strong
cloth, or nylon stockings at approximately
two-thirds of the way above the weak
crotches. These wrappings must be
removed in spring to prevent girdling and
to allow free movement of the stem.
Proper pruning, to eliminate multiple
leaders and weak branch attachments, will
reduce snow and ice damage. For trees
with large, wide-spreading leaders or
large, multistemmed trees, the main
branches should be cabled together by a
professional.

Although winter damage is a common
concern, Swanson and Rideout say that
selecting the proper site at the time of
planting and performing the necessary
preventative maintenance at the appropri-
ate time will significantly reduce or
prevent serious injury to trees.

Adapted from the University of Idaho Extension
Service Publication, Protecting Trees and Shrubs
Against Winter Damage, by Bert T. Swanson
and Richard Rideout. For more information,
contact Bert T. Swanson, professor emeritus,
Department of Horticulture, University of
MinnesotaCrookston, 35423 County Highway
46, Park Rapids, MN 56470; (218) 732-3579.

Although heavy snow and ice storms cause damage by bending
and breaking branches, winter sun, wind, and cold temperatures
can also harm trees. Courtesy of MN Department of Natural
Resource
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Ask
A

Professional

QUESTION:
What ecological effect does hay-
scented fern have on the forest?
Are there any non-chemical
strategies that will control the
fern?

ANSWER:

Hay-scented fern along skid trail will quickly spread to other areas following the harvest.

Landowner questions are addressed by foresters and other natural resources
professionals.  Landowners should be careful when interpreting answers and
applying this general advice to their property because landowner objectives and
property conditions will affect specific management options.  When in doubt
check with your regional DEC office or other service providers.  Landowner are
also encouraged to be active participants in Cornell Cooperative Extension and
NYFOA programs to gain additional, often site-specific, answers to questions.  To
submit a question, email to Peter Smallidge at pjs23@cornell.edu with an explicit
mention of “Ask a Professional.”  Additional reading on various topics is
available at www.dnr.cornell.edu/ext/forestrypage

Hay-scented fern (Dennstaedtia
punctilobula) is a native species that is
common especially in forests
dominated by maple or cherry,
although it can occur in other forests.
It is usually less abundant in forests
that are quite shady, such as hemlock-
dominated forest or those with heavy
beech cover. Perhaps its most negative
effect is the ability to prevent the
development of hardwood seedlings.
Hay-scented fern is considered a
“native invasive” because of its ability
to dominate a forest under some
conditions.  Fern domination will
significantly affect the long-term health
and sustainability of the forest because
the future forest will have fewer and
likely different trees.

Dense fern cover has negative
effects on the ability of seedlings to
establish and develop.  There are three

likely ways that ferns, in general,
inhibit hardwoods. First, the ferns
create a dense shade that will limit
some hardwood species.  Second, the
fronds create a heavy organic layer
that together with the dense root
system of the ferns limits some tree
seedlings.  Finally, the expansive
fronds create a habitat where rodents

can effectively forage for seeds with
reduced likelihood of predation.

Fern domination of the understory is
linked jointly to canopy thinning and
prolonged browsing of other species by
deer.  Even low intensity thinning will
create enough light to stimulate fern
expansion.  However, as your forest
matures and upper-canopy trees die,
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consecutive years significantly reduced
the density and height of the ferns and
allowed increased light.  Mowing can
be with any tool (e.g., mower, weed
whip, brush hog, etc.) that you can
safely get into the woods and not
damage the residual overstory trees.
In the study, the mowing treatment
helped establish raspberry and desired
hardwoods.  The raspberries shade the
ferns but don’t typically inhibit
hardwood establishment.  The mowing
treatment presumably depletes the
starch reserves of the ferns when they
are lowest after frond expansion in the
spring and through repetition stresses
the plants into a decline. Mowing will
likely not eliminate ferns from your
woods, but may control them to the
point that other more desired species
can establish.

There are two other techniques that
haven’t been thoroughly evaluated and
which might have some controlling
effect on hay-scented fern.  First,
liming might have a connection to
improving seedling establishment.  In
one study, when soil calcium was low
relative to soil aluminum, the ferns did
best.  This doesn’t mean that liming,
which would increase calcium relative
to aluminum, will help, but it might be

Ferns can create an attractive open understory, but domination of the ground layer changes the
ecological functioning of the forest

 
Bruce E.

Robinson, Inc.

• Forest product marking &
marketing

• Timber appraisals

• Access road design &
supervision

• Boundary maintenance

• Forest management planning

• Forest recreation planning

• Wildlife management

• Forest taxation planning

• Tree farm management

• Tree planting & tree shelters

• Urban forestry & community
management

1894 Camp Street Ext.

Jamestown, NY 14701-9239

E-mail: brobin@netsync.net

Phone: 716-665-5477

Fax: 716-664-5866

Forestry Consultants

sunlight will likely increase even if you
don’t cut or thin your woods.  Forests
without any cutting may also
experience an increase in fern
abundance.  Deer browsing reduces
other low-growing shrubs, like
raspberry or hobblebush that would
shade the fern.  Deer, like other
livestock, likely avoid browsing of
ferns because of an enzyme in the
foliage that inhibits the animal’s ability
to absorb nutrition.  Hay-scented fern
increased in abundance with canopy
openings more quickly than the fern
decreased in response to canopy
shading.  Increased light levels
increase photosynthesis, growth and
branching of root rhizomes, and
production of spores.  Rhizomes
spread the clones vegetatively while
spores allow for the development of
new clones.

Now to the second question – what
strategies will control the abundance of
hay-scented fern?  Both chemical and
non-chemical strategies have
advantages and disadvantages and
varying levels of success.  The most
effective way to control ferns is
chemical applications.  Typically the
chemical glyphosate is quite effective
when used in accordance with label
instructions. If you decide to try
chemical controls, check with your
local office of Cornell Cooperative
Extension for additional information on
the safe use of pesticides.  There are
also some non-chemical approaches.
In all cases, do not disturb the organic
layer of the forest floor as this will
increase sprouting and abundance of
ferns.  Remember also that fern
abundance increased because of the
combined effects of deer and increased
sunlight.  Thus, you will need a plan to
control the impacts of deer on other
vegetation.  Simply controlling deer is
insufficient to reduce the fern and re-
establish hardwoods.  A recent study
evaluated mowing as a control for hay-
scented fern.  This study, in
Massachusetts, found that mowing in
June after full expansion of the fern
fronds and again in August for two

continued on page 8
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1890 E. Main St.  Falconer, NY  14733 716-664-5602

worth trying on a small scale to see the effects.  Second and
even more speculatively, heavy mulching as done in gardens
to control weeds might also be an effective control of ferns in
the woods.  You could try this in a limited capacity to see if
it works.

Considerable work on the effects and control of hay-
scented fern has been done by Drs. de la Cretaz and Kelty at
the University of Massachusetts. Their research has been
published in the Northern Journal of Applied Forestry,
Restoration Ecology, and Biological Invasions.

Hay-scented fern that is disturbed can spread along skid trails
because the rhizomes are able to easily re-establish new plants
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tupperlake@fountainforestry.com

lakegeorge@fountainforestry.com

NYFOA’s Executive Committee
has announced the selection of

the new Executive Director -
Welcome Mary Jeanne Packer!
Effective October 15, 2005, Mary
Jeanne took over for Dan Palm who
has served as NYFOA’s first
Executive Director these past three
years.

Mary Jeanne recently relocated with
her husband, Clayton Grove, and
family to Schuyler County, New
York. She was raised in Chemung and
Wyoming Counties of New York
State, but spent the past 25 years of
her professional career working in
New England. Mary Jeanne is the
president of Ghostwriters
Communications, Inc., a consulting
firm that specializes in supporting
natural resources and experiential
tourism industries and organizations
throughout the northeast. The firm’s
clients include Vermont Wood
Manufacturers Association, Vermont
Woodlands Association, National Slate
Training Center, Lake Champlain and
Hudson River Birding Trails, and
Moosalamoo Association. Prior to
founding Ghostwriters, Packer served
16 years as the director of planning
and public affairs for the Green

Mountain and Finger Lakes National
Forests. Mary Jeanne  holds a masters
degree in communications management
from Syracuse University and a
bachelors degree in civil engineering
from MIT. Mary Jeanne and her
husband have been NYFOA members
for a number of years.  “We are eager
to become active in our local chapter-
just as soon as we get all of our boxes
unpacked,” Packer said.

Mary Jeanne brings strong
leadership, organizational and
communications skills to NYFOA.
Through her leadership, NYFOA will
continue to build on recent successes of
the integration of professional staff and
the administration of new funding
sources.  NYFOA will continue with
established partnerships to send a
cohesive message to State legislators
representing the private forest owners
of New York State.

One of Mary Jeanne’s short term
goals is to meet with all of the chapters
and understand their needs for support
from the Association.  “I’m looking
forward to visiting with folks and then
beginning to help them however I can
to accomplish their chapter’s
objectives,” Packer said.

New Executive Director
for NYFOA

What topics would
YOU

like to see covered in the
Forest Owner?

Contact the Editor at
mmalmshe@syr.edu

Article VIII, Section 7 Professional
services; Article IX Indemnifica-
tion; Article X Dissolution; and
Article XI Construction.

2. Ex-Officio Board Members –
Article IV, Section 3.4 – Allows
Board to appoint Ex-Officio
members to the Board with a
specific term of office.

3. Chapter Operations – Article VII,
Section 3 reflects that Chapter
management will be undertaken so
it is consistent with the agreements
required by the Internal Revenue
Service outlining a defined rela-
tionship between the Central
Organization (NYFOA) and the
affiliates (chapters).

4. Fiscal Management – Article VIII,
Section 3 – Requires the Board of
Directors to ensure an audit is
conducted annually.

5. Amendments to By-Laws – Article
XII, Section 1 – Gives authority to
the Board of Directors to amend
the By-Laws. Presently the mem-
bership has that authority.

REQUEST FOR MEMBER-
SHIP ACTION

It is requested that members access a
copy of the current and proposed by-
laws and review the changes. Com-
ments received prior to the meeting
will be summarized for consideration
at the Annual membership meeting in
February.

NYFOA By-Laws (continuted)
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or log, a crevice in a rock ledge, a
cavity under a large rock or beneath
the roots of a tree, or a "nest" on
top of the ground or under fallen
trees or brush. Bears will also den in
drainage culverts or a depression
dug in the ground. Some bears line
their dens with bark, grasses or
leaves. Females often select more
sheltered sites than males. Males
den alone, as do pregnant females
(they give birth in the den), and
females with cubs born the previous
winter den with their young. A
dormant bear's heart rate and
breathing slow, and its body temper-
ature drops slightly. During this
time they do not eat, drink, or pass
body wastes, and may lose a quarter
of their body weight. A dormant
bear relies on stored fat to make it
through the winter, however, they
may emerge if they're disturbed.

Wild Things
in Your Woodlands

Almost all New York black bears are black, although on
rare occasion bears may be cinnamon or blonde in color.
The muzzle is tinged with tan, and often bears will have a
white blaze on their chest, sometimes in a prominent "V."
The fur is thick, long, and fairly soft, and males and
females are colored alike. The largest bear reported from
New York weighed about 750 pounds. Males, called
boars, are larger and heavier than females (sows).  An
average adult male weighs about 300 pounds and an
average adult female weighs about 170 pounds. When
standing on all four feet, black bears are less than 39
inches (1 meter) in height at the shoulder, and are seldom
more than 78 inches (2 meters) long from tip of nose to the
tip of the tail. Black bears are surprisingly agile; they can
run up to 35 mph, climb trees and swim well. In the wild,
black bears may live for 21-33 years, though the average
age of bears harvested in New York is 5 years.

BLACK BEAR (URSUS AMERICANUS)

By Kristi Sullivan

Black bears occur throughout
New York State, though they are

most abundant in the Adirondacks,
the Catskills, and the southern tier
along the border with Pennsylvania.
They commonly inhabit large,
extensive areas of forests, however,
they are adaptable and use open and
developed areas where shelter or
thick cover, and abundant food, can
be found nearby. New York State
has a relatively high percent of
forest cover, diverse food sources
and an abundance of water. As
agricultural lands have been aban-
doned and reforestation has oc-
curred, New York's bear habitat has
improved and significantly increased
in area during the last 100 years.

As fall borders on winter, New
York's 8,000 black bears are finish-
ing their fall feast, after eating
heartily for months in preparation

for dormancy. Though typically
most active at dusk and dawn,
during the fall they may feed for up
to 20 hours a day, ingesting up to
20,000 calories! Bears are omnivo-
rous, eating almost anything, from
berries, corn, acorns, beechnuts and
even grass, to table scraps, dead
animals, honey and insects. In a
recent study of fawn survival in
Pennsylvania, bears surprisingly
were a major predator of fawns,
second only to coyotes.

As cold weather arrives, black
bears end the feast and seek out den
sites. Though black bears are not
true hibernators, they usually
undergo a dormant period during the
winter. Typically, female bears
enter a den during October or
November, and males enter their
dens in November or December.
The winter den may be a hollow tree
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Males leave their dens in March or April. Females and their
cubs leave their dens later, sometimes as late as May.

In New York State, female black bears generally become
sexually mature between two and five years of age, and males
become sexually mature at four to six years of age. Bears are
polygamous and breeding occurs from late May until perhaps as
late as September. Cubs are born at the end of January or early
February. Litter size varies from one to five, but two or three
are most common in New York. Cubs den with their mothers
during their second winter and disperse as yearlings during the
second spring or summer. In New York, adult female bears
regularly breed every other year.

The black bear is a wide-ranging animal (adult females have
a home range of 1 -15 square miles and adult males have a
home range of 8-60 square miles), and few properties are large
enough alone to provide all the black bears needs. However,
private landowners can take steps to manage their woodlands to
provide food and cover for this magnificent animal.  Encourag-
ing a diversity of mast-producing trees like oaks and beech, and
berry-producing shrubs, like blueberries and blackberries, can
provide food for bears living in the area or just passing
through. In addition to natural foods, a planted white and red
clover food plot mixture has attracted bears during the cooler
seasons. Providing cover in addition to food can also benefit
bears. Retaining trees with large cavities, specifically those at
the base of trees, can provide good denning habitat. Leaving
tree tops following a timber harvest, or fallen trees in unhar-
vested forests, can also supply denning cover.

Besides enhancing habitat in areas that bears might use, the
best way to provide a safe environment for these animals is to
avoid purposely feeding bears and remove access to garbage,
bird feeders, pet food, livestock feed, and other attractants.
Once bears find an easy meal they will return as long as food is
available. The best way to stop a bear from coming into inhab-
ited areas is to remove the food source for a month or more,
but even then, there are no guarantees. A persistent bear may
damage property, increase the risk of human injury, or become
an unwanted visitor in other parts of the neighborhood. Bears
who associate people with food are more likely to be killed by
vehicles, and may be killed to alleviate safety or nuisance
concerns. Unfortunately, the old saying does have much truth
to it – a fed bear is a dead bear. By not feeding bears artificial-
ly, landowners can do a lot to guarantee their survival.

Additional information on about the black bear and wildlife
damage issues can be found at http://wildlifecontrol.info/
newdmc/pdfs/blackbear.pdf

Kristi Sullivan coordinates the Conservation Education Program at
Cornell's Arnot Forest. More information on managing habitat for
wildlife, as well as upcoming educational programs at the Arnot Forest
can be found by visiting the Arnot Conservation Education Program web
site at www.dnr.cornell.edu/arnot/acep/
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John R. Sullivan

Why 480-A Works
And How Not to Fix It

I n the July-August issue of the Forest
 Owner Alan White took the lid off

the coffin of the vampire that is stalking
us all—the rising burden of property
taxes—and he is probably right when he
says that there needs to be major reform
somewhere in the tax treatment of forest
land.

It’s hard to argue with that.  I have
seen my assessment and taxes increase
10-fold in the past 25 years. In fact,
my annual tax bill is about double the
value of the land when I took owner-
ship. Rising taxes make forest man-
agement harder to justify financially
and landowners have been forced to
convert their woodlots into building
lots.

However, there is one way that a
forest owner can reduce the financial
pressure and reduce his or her taxes.
Put the land under Section 480-A of
New York’s Real Property Tax Law.
If you are serious about practicing
good forest management, plan to stick
with it for the long haul, and want to
ease your tax burden substantially,
look into the program. It’s not per-
fect, but in return for a serious long-
term (10 years) commitment to forest
management, you receive an 80 per
cent reduction in your land assess-
ment.

Is it worth it? That’s for you to
decide, and the answer hinges around
the word “serious.” One key provi-
sion of 480-A is that 10-year commit-
ment; every year you sign a form
adding one year to your participation
in the program, so that you are always
committed for 10 years.  If you decide
to withdraw in January, 2006, your
assessment immediately reverts to its
full value and your taxes go up.  But

you must stick to your forest manage-
ment plan—no subdivision, no golf
course—through 2015.

The other major requirement of
480-A is a management plan, drafted
by a qualified forester and signed by
the landowner. I have seen plans that
run in the hundreds of pages. The
plan for my own 350-acre woodlot
consists of one hand-drawn map and 7
typewritten, easy-to-understand pages.
Of course, those seven pages are the
result of many hours of field work,
and foresters don’t work free.

There are other eligibility require-
ments.  A woodlot must contain at
least 50 contiguous acres; the land-
owner pays a 6 percent stumpage tax
at harvest time; and the management
plan must be reviewed and updated
every five years.

Like all laws, this one no doubt
could be improved, but it works pretty
well, and has for me for more than 25
years. I own 350 acres in Warren
County that was a farm in the 19th and
early 20th Centuries.  We grow a mix
of white pine, red oak, sugar maple,
white ash, hemlock, white cedar and
smaller amounts of other woods.
We’re part of the Tree Farm System
and recently received our sustainable
forestry certification from Smartwood
and the Forest Stewardship Council. I
feel that 480-A has allowed me to
hang on to the land and even thrive.
I’m not so sure I could have done so
without it.

So – if 480-A is so great, why doesn’t
everyone sign up?  Obviously, not
everyone is eligible; the law was written
to exclude small properties, real estate
speculators and others without a serious
commitment to forest management. I

think others stay away because over
time, several myths have developed
that scare them away.

One myth is that local assessors will
hate you and find ways to retaliate.
When the law was introduced, many
local assessors opposed it, I am told,
because it seemed to usurp their
authority as arbiters of property value.
(A 480-A application is reviewed and
approved by the DEC’s Regional
Forester and the local assessor has no
say in the matter.) Also, some local
officials were afraid that widespread
participation would destroy their tax
base.  But assessors have found other
things to worry about, and elected
officials have discovered that their tax
base is not under threat.  I haven’t
heard of retaliation against 480-A
landowners in years.

A second myth says that 480-A
“forces you to do harvests,” implying
that some official will show up at the
door and say, “cut now.”  Hardly. The
management plan is written by a
forester hired by the landowner, and the
harvest schedule takes into account
many things, not least of which are
forest health and the landowner’s goals.
In short, the landowner calls the shots.

What if the management plan calls
for a harvest, but circumstances now
make you think it’s not the right time?
It’s happened to me, and there’s never
been a problem. We’ve accelerated
the harvest schedule; we’ve entirely
removed a stand of white cedar from
the plan; we’ve delayed harvests
because of poor market conditions.
The changes were approved without
difficulty.

A third myth is that 480-A depress-
es the land’s value on the market; if
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5476 Cauterskill Road
Catskill, NY 12414

you need to sell your land, the pro-
gram’s restrictions (which transfer
with the title) limit the number of
possible buyers and what they’re
willing to pay.  This may still be true
in some places, but for the past
several years in my corner of the
world 480-A participation has actually
conferred a premium in the market, as
a sign that the seller has cared for the
land.

There are also objections to 480-A
based on its larger purposes—its
social value, if you will. Some would
like to change the law and perhaps
expand it to protect private recreation-
al land or wildlife areas, reduce the
minimum lot size of 50 acres, or even
eliminate the need for a management
plan.

Each change can be argued by
reasonable people, but I think we need
to be careful of what we wish for.  In
lawmaking, more than many other
activities, the unintended consequenc-
es turn out to be the most trouble-
some.

For example, take the notion of
expanding the program to include
private recreational and wildlife
management lands. The argument
goes that in 21st Century New York
State they serve as important a public
purpose as forest products, and their
contribution should be recognized and
encouraged the same way forest
management is.

Not so fast. For forest owners, 480-
A only defers part of your taxes, not
eliminate them. We repay some of our
property tax savings by paying a
harvest tax. But how do owners of
recreational and wildlife lands repay
the public for their tax break?  One
way might be to require that tax-
favored recreational lands be opened
to the public.

Hmmm…I can hear the gears turn in
legislative minds; maybe there’s a
way to get public parkland cheap. Let
private landowners buy the land and
give them a little tax break in return
for an open-door policy. I doubt that
very many landowners would agree to
that—I wouldn’t.  Worse yet, what if

Albany tried to “improve” the law so
that any tax-favored lands – including
those in forest production — must be
open to the public? Can’t happen
here? Want to test that idea?  I don’t.

What about that 50-acre minimum?
Isn’t it too large, and doesn’t it
discourage participation in the pro-
gram? My answers are, no it isn’t,
and yes, it does.  But so what? If the
minimum were cut to 10 acres,
participation might increase (although
there is no data to confirm that) but is
it forest management or really back-
yard cultivation?  When does a
woodlot become someone’s suburban
yard?

I have even heard some folks argue
that we should do away with the need
for a management plan, because its
cost also keeps people out of the
program.  Why not just have land-
owners make a commitment, without
an elaborate plan?  I find this hard to
take seriously, frankly. How do you
do forest management without a plan?

The10-year commitment and
penalties for withdrawal may be a
fruitful area of reform.  The 10-year
signup no doubt does discourage
participation, judging by conversa-
tions with many landowners over the
years. And the penalties for withdraw-
ing from the program prematurely can

Forest Owner’s
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Bill Kemp, Agent
Phone (607) 656-4752
Fax (607) 656-9776

e-mail wkemp@frontiernet.net

Home and Land
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continued on page 14
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be very costly, and there is almost no
relief for owners who might have to
sell because of some family emergen-
cy. On the other hand, the require-
ments are there to make sure it
benefited owners who would make a
genuine, long-term commitment to
forest management, not to provide a
tax shelter for land speculators. The
arguments on both sides are far more
subtle and complicated than that, and
clearly any reform needs to consider
many factors.

Sometimes it is said that the towns,
school districts and counties lose too
much money to 480-A, and the state
has begun reimbursing towns for some
of these losses. However, I have my
doubts about the size of the loss.
Certainly towns like Newcomb, in the
heart of the Adirondacks, with hun-
dreds of thousands of acres of indus-
trial forest land receiving a tax
abatement, had a genuine problem.

But Newcomb is nearly alone at the
extreme; probably more typical is
the Town of Chester, where three
properties are in the 480-A pro-
gram.

In fact, there is lots of evidence
that local governments may be
better off giving forest land a tax
break than allowing rising assess-
ments to force owners to develop
their property. A number of studies
have shown that forest and farm
land is a money-maker for taxing
authorities.  On average, for every
tax dollar collected from forest and
agricultural land owners, only about
30 cents are paid out in services.
Residential property, on the other
hand, costs about $1.25 for each tax
dollar collected.  At that rate,
regardless of what pro-development
advocates say, we’d all be better off
in the woods.

But that’s something you and I
already know.

John Sullivan is a member of NYFOA’s SE
Adirondack Chapter and the owner of a
350-acre Tree Farm in Chestertown.  He
recently received certification from the
Forest Stewardship Council and Smart-
wood through the Sustainable Forestry
Initiative of the Residents’ Committee to
Protect the Adirondacks.

At the annual membership meeting
each year, NYFOA presents several
awards:

The Heiberg Memorial Award
recognizes outstanding contributions to
forestry and conservation in New
York. In honor of Professor Svend
Heiberg, a renowned Professor of
Silviculture who proposed establish-
ment of a landowner group, which was
to become NYFOA.

The NYFOA Outstanding Service
Award recognizes outstanding service
to the NYFOA membership and
furtherance of NYFOA's mission.
(All previous awardees are listed in
the March-April 2005  Forest Owner.)

NYFOA's Chapter Activity Award
thanks a volunteer individual or couple
from each chapter for  helping the

NYFOA
Award

Nominees

continued on page 19



This season, try reducing your
fatigue and keep safe by protecting
your ability to hear. You do not want
to ever miss a whispered word,
whether from a friend, a spouse, or a
young child, just because you thought
your ears were tough enough.  But
don’t take my word for it . . . try it
yourself.  Let me know if it makes a
difference to you.

Jim Ochterski is a NYFOA member in the
Southern Finger Lakes Chapter and will
gladly give you a new pair of earplugs for
free if you agree to use them. Send your
request to 1740 Rt 223, Erin, NY 14838.
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A few years ago, one of my co-
 workers claimed that he was not

so worn out after working with farm
and forestry machinery because he
wore hearing protection. Having
seldom used hearing protection for
anything but shooting practice, I was
doubtful, but I tried it.

Wow! He was
right!

Since the day I
made hearing
protection a
work routine,
I’ve become
hooked on my
little foam ear-
plugs. Earplugs are
small, easy to use, and cheap. It takes
about 10 seconds to fit them into my
ears comfortably. Before working
with or near a chainsaw, tractor, lawn
mower, circular saw, belt sander,
brush cutter, or shop vacuum, I put
the plugs in and can concentrate on
my work. When I am done, my ears
do not ring or buzz like they used to,
and I really feel a lot less fatigued.

Most people are already aware that
hearing loss is permanent. Loud
noises damage the nerves and fine
hairs in your inner ear. For many
people, hearing loss is caused by too
much noise exposure over years of
work and play. Hearing protection
comes with a Noise Reduction Rating
(the amount of decibels reduced). It is
a good idea to get hearing protection
with an NRR of 24 or greater, if your
hearing is still intact. These protectors
do not eliminate sound; they simply
reduce the intensity of the sound.
You can buy hearing protection in any
pharmacy or heath store, farm shop,
or hardware store. My soft foam plugs

(NRR = 31) have lasted almost three
years.

Farm machinery and equipment
operators sometimes neglect hearing
protection so they can listen to their
equipment while working. Even with
earplugs or earmuffs in place, you can

still hear your equipment very
well. The only difference

is that the operating
noise is not banging
away at your auditory
nerves. In fact, the
reduced clamor allows
for better attention to
unusual noises or
vibrations. I have found

that I can pay more atten-
tion to potential hazards, lowering the
risk of injury to others and myself.  It
is easier to spot hand signals from my
wife

Chainsaws are a good example of
how hearing protection is important.
If your neighbor (or someone in a
distant forest) is operating a chainsaw,
you can probably hear it. Most
chainsaws operate at 100—115
decibels. At that high noise level,
damage to ear nerves occurs after
only 15 minutes of use.  Since you
cannot operate a chainsaw anywhere
but in your hands, you have to protect
yourself against the noise. (Remember
from high school physics that decibels
are logarithmic, meaning a 100 dB
sound is 10 times louder than an 90
dB sound). Lawn mowers and tractors
usually operate at 100 decibels, where
permanent hearing damage occurs
after less than 1 hour of use.

There are dozens of sources of loud
noise around our homes and farms,
including air compressors, cultiva-
tors, generators, and leaf blowers.

Someday...When You Can’t Hear
So Well
JIM OCHTERSKI
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Sirex noctilio –
An introduced wood-boring wasp

sDOUGLAS C. ALLEN

Figure 1. An adult woodwasp. Note the hook or plate at the tip of the abdomen (A) and
the ovipositor immediately beneath (B).

Newly introduced plants and
insects that threaten our forests

have garnered much media attention
during the past several years. One of
my objectives for writing this column
has been to keep forest owners
apprised of invasive insects and their
current status as pests or their poten-
tial as agents that may jeopardize the
health of New York State’s forests.
Recently, the European woodwasp,
Sirex noctilio (sigh-rex knock-till-ee-
oh), was discovered infesting Scotch
pine near the Port of Oswego and in
the vicinity of Oswego and Fulton,
NY.

Woodwasps (also called “horntails”)
are comparatively large insects in the
Order Hymenoptera (high-men-op-
terra). This Order is divided into two
groups; a relatively primitive collec-
tion of species that contains the

woodwasps (e.g., Figs. 1 & 2) and
sawflies, and a more evolutionarily
advanced  assemblage that includes
the more familiar parasitic wasps,
bees, hornets, and yellowjackets.
Woodwasps and sawflies are easily
distinguished from the latter, because
their abdomen, essentially the back
half of the insect’s body, is broadly
joined to the thorax (front half). The
thorax is the segment of an adult
insect’s body to which the wings and
legs are attached. The abdomen of
more advanced wasps, on the other
hand, is connected by a distinct
narrow stem-like structure called a
petiole. This group is referred to as
being “narrow waisted.”

Distribution of Sirex noctilio
This woodwasp is native to Europe,

Asia and North Africa. It first gained

international notoriety in the early
1920s, however, when an outbreak
occurred in Monterey pine plantations
on the North Island of New Zealand.
By the late 1950s and throughout the
1960s it was a major pest of this
introduced pine on both the main
island of New Zealand and in south-
ern Australia. Currently it is a serious
pest of slash, jack, loblolly, and
Monterey pines (all native to North
America) that have been planted in
several countries in the southern
hemisphere. Many of our native
western pines are also known to be
susceptible. The “hard pines” (i.e.,
species with 2 to 3 needles per
fascicle or bundle) are its most
common hosts.

New York State’s concern
 Right now it appears as if the

primary host for this species of Sirex
in New York State will be Scotch
pine, which is of little commercial
value.  A big question at this time,
though, is whether it will successfully
establish in red pine. We have many
plantations and natural stands of this
native, and relatively valuable,

Figure 2. The wings of a woodwasp are
usually are held flat on top of the body, as
illustrated here, when the insect is at rest.
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fully grown, the larva is approximate-
ly one inch long (Fig. 3A).

What to look for – the damage
One of the major differences in the

biology of the introduced S .noctilio
and our native species that attack
conifers is the former’s ability to
successfully infest apparently healthy
trees when the wasp is abundant. At
low population densities, it prefers
weakened or damaged hosts. Native
woodwasps, on the other hand, are
restricted to dead or dying pines
regardless of the insect’s population
density. Foliage of a heavily infested
pine changes from dark green to light
green, and eventually becomes
reddish-brown as the growing season
progresses. Characteristically, the
mid-bole of an infested tree is stained
with whitish rivulets of pitch and
small drops or beads of resin. The
beads identify sites where eggs have
been deposited. Infested sections of
the bole are riddled with larval
galleries packed tightly with frass
(sawdust-like wood chips mixed with
the insect’s waste) (Fig. 3B). Adults
exit through perfectly round emer-
gence holes approximately one quarter
of an inch in diameter (Fig. 4),
though hole sizes vary according to
the size of the wasp.

General biology
Sirex has a single generation each

year. The adults are active and resin
becomes visible on the bark of
infested tree trunks anytime from July
through September. The female uses
her strong ovipositor to drill several
holes through the bark and outer
sapwood in the vicinity of each
oviposition site. She injects into one
of these holes an egg, spores of a
certain fungus that she carries with
her in small, internal sacs near the
base of the ovipositor, and a toxic
mucus produced by a gland in the
same region. The fungus and mucus
create a favorable feeding site for the
larvae and eventually their combined
effect kills the host. All larval stagesFigure 4. Woodwasp emergence holes.

species throughout the state. Most
likely, this wood borer was intro-
duced in solid wood packing material
that entered the Port of Oswego.
Currently, several state and federal
agencies, including the NYS Depart-
ment of Environmental Conserva-

tion’s Division of Lands and Forests
and the NYS  Department of Agricul-
ture and Markets’ Division of Plant
Industry, are conducting surveys in
and around the Oswego County area to
determine the extent of this recent
invasion.

What to look for – the insect
The adult is 1.0 to 1.5 inches long

with a spear-shaped, upward project-
ing hook or plate on the tip of the last
body segment (Fig. 1,A). Females
have a very long, pronounced egg
laying device, called an ovipositor,
that originates immediately below this
plate and usually extends well beyond
the end of the insect’s body (Fig.
1,B). The female is bluish-black with
reddish brown legs. The mid-section
of the male’s abdomen has a pro-
nounced orange band that encompasses
four or five body segments. The male
has black legs.

Neither of the woodwasps depicted
in Figs. 1 & 2 are S. noctilio, but both
resemble the latter in general appear-
ance.

The legless larvae are creamy white
with well developed heads and a dark
spine at the tip of the abdomen. When

Figure 3. This tree section is infested with
woodwasp larvae (A) and riddled with
frass-filled larval galleries (B).

continued on page 18
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feed on a combination of the fungus
and fungus-infested wood. In general,
oviposition occurs on the mid-bole of
suppressed or otherwise weakened
poletimber sized trees (i.e., 5 to 8
inches in diameter) or larger trees that
are stressed or damaged.

Management
Currently, major efforts to deal with

the European woodwasp in New York
State center around attemps to deter-
mine its distribution and to identify
infested trees and stands. Though as
of yet we have no solid evidence of its
successful establishment in red pine,
this is the species of major concern.
Forest owners with Scotch or red pine
should inspect their stands for evi-
dence of an infestation by closely
examining the stems of any Scotch or
red pine (especially the former) with a
discolored crown for streams of pitch
and pitch “beads” associated with egg
laying sites. Suspect conditions should
be reported to your regional office of
the DEC, Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion, Kim Adams, SUNY ESF tree
health specialist (kbadams@esf.edu;
(315)-470-6745), or a regional inspec-
tor from the Department of Agricul-
ture and Markets.

Remember, many insects attack
dying, stressed or recently killed
pines. Before contacting the organiza-
tions noted above, be reasonably sure
you do not have an infestation of
common bark beetles or native
woodborers. Key characteristics to
look for are 1) the presence of large,
wasp-like insects on, or flying in the
vicinity of, the mid-bole and 2)
“beads” and short, narrow streaks of
whitish resin on the mid-bole.

This is the 82nd in the series of articles
contributed by Dr. Allen, Professor of
Entomology at SUNY-ESF. It is possible to
download this collection from the NYS DEC
Web page at:http://www.dec.state.ny.us/
website/dlf/privland/forprot/health/nyfo/
index.html.

Sirex noctilio (continued)

Autumn is harvest time – a time of
bounty. Animals prepare for

winter by adding fat or by storing or
caching nuts and fruits for the winter
from the produce. Our forests are an
important source of food for many
wildlife species. Mast is a common
word describing forest-derived food.
Derived from old English, “mast”
means literally forest food, the nuts
and seeds that accumulate on the forest
floor.

Walking through a forest in the
autumn, many people almost
instinctively look for mast
– the acorns,
beechnuts, hickory
nuts that ripen this
time of year. Fall is
a good time to
evaluate the
forest’s potential to
provide important
food resources to prepare
wildlife for winter. However, to
provide for food for wildlife, it is
necessary to evaluate a forest’s
potential to provide mast throughout
the year. Is there mast available in all
seasons?

Mast can be either hard or soft. Hard
mast is the nuts and acorns. Soft mast
is the berries, cherries, maple seeds,
and other fleshy seeds produced by the

forest. While many plants yield their
seeds in the fall, others provide seeds
at other times in the year. Mast
available in the summer is unlikely to
still be available in the winter. To meet
the needs of diverse wildlife species, it
is essential to have diverse mast
production, with different species
producing mast at different times of the
year.

Mast diversity may be a measure of
forest health. Consider a forest with
only one tree species producing mast.
If an insect, disease, or natural disaster

occurs, everything
depending on that mast
is at risk. However,
if the forest has a
mix of tree species,
the loss of one may
not be as
devastating. The oak
forests common to

much of the Northeast
provide an excellent example of the
merits of diversity.

The acorns of red oaks take two
summers to mature, while the acorns
on white oaks mature in one summer.
If a late spring frost happens to kill the
flowers of both red and white oaks,
there is still the potential to have
acorns in the mast mix that fall,
because the red oaks may have set fruit

Forest Food: Mast
JIM FINLEY
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RICHARD CIPPERLY
NORTH COUNTRY FORESTRY LLC

- HARVEST PLANNING

- MANAGEMENT PLANS

- LOSS AND TRESPASS APPRAISAL

- CHRISTMAS TREE MANAGEMENT

8 Stonehurst Drive
Queensbury, NY 12804
(518) 793-3545 or 1-800-862-3451 SINCE 1964

the year before. While the amount of
mast may be down, wildlife species
depending on acorns still have
something available to them. Careful
forest management can help you to
maintain oak diversity as well as create
or retain tree species diversity.

Hard mast is normally associated
with fall, but soft mast can also be
very important in the fall. Some soft
mast species remain available well into
winter. Some of these important
species are common on smaller tree
and shrub species. Hawthorne,
crabapples, and mountain holly often
retain their fruit well into the fall or
early winter. Managing for these
understory species involves creating
open conditions allowing light to
penetrate to the forest floor.

Walking in the forest, get to know
the species that create mast. Learn
where they occur. Consider when they
mature and are available to the wildlife
in the forest. Evaluate if the diversity
of mast species provides for a diversity
of wildlife species.

To learn more about managing for
mast and other resources for wildlife
habitat, request a copy of Management
Practices for Enhancing Wildlife
Habitat or Forest Stewardship Series
#5: Wildlife.

The Pennsylvania Forest Stewardship
Program provides publications on a
variety of topics related to woodland
management for private landowners.
For a list of free publications, call 1-
800-235-WISE (toll-free), send e-mail
to RNRext@psu.edu, or write to:
Forest Stewardship Program, Forest
Resources Extension, The
Pennsylvania State University, 7
Ferguson Building, University Park,
PA 16802. The Pennsylvania Bureau
of Forestry and USDA Forest Service,
in partnership with the Penn State’s
Forest Resources Extension, sponsor
the Forest Stewardship Program in
Pennsylvania.

Jim Finley is Associate Professor of Forest
Resources at Penn State University. He can be
reached at fj4@psu.edu or 814-863-0401.

Chapter to operate in reaching mem-
bers and other private forest owner
outreach in the area.
• Each Chapter is urged to name one
volunteer individual or couple each
year for recognition by the state
membership at the annual meeting in
2006

• This is not a competitive award at
the state level. NYFOA wants to
recognize some one from each chapter
each year.

• With the help of chapter leadership,
a press release for local distribution
will be prepared for each awardee.

Please send the name of your “Chap-
ter Activity” awardee, and any

suggestions on individuals for the
statewide awards to Ron Pedersen by
December 1, 2005.

Ronald W. Pedersen
22 Vandenburg Lane
Latham, NY 12110

Email:  rwp22@nycap.rr.com,
Phone:  (518) 785-6061

NYFOA Awards (continued)
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sharp-pointed.
Fruit–a berry-
like cone, 1/4
inch in
diameter,
light blue
in color,
with bloom
at maturity
in the
autumn of
the first year. Fruit remains on the tree
during the winter, highly prized by
birds. Seeds: from 1 to 2, wineglass,
brown in color, covered with a thin,
sweet flesh with resinous flavor.
Outstanding features–berry-like fruit;
two kinds of leaves, sharp and awl-like
and flat and scale-like.

www.futureforestinc.com

Know Your Trees

Information originally appears in “Know Your Trees” by J.A. Cope and Fred E. Winch, Jr. and is distributed through Cornell Cooperative
Extension. It may also be accessed via their web site at http://bhort.bh.cornell.edu/tree/trees.htm

RED CEDAR
(Juniperus virginiana Linnaeus)

Red Cedar, a small-sized, slow-
growing forest tree is common to the
poor, dry soils of the lower Hudson and
Mohawk Valleys, is not common in the
higher Adirondack region, and is
infrequent in central and western New
York, except on barren soils adjoining
the Finger Lakes. It is found growing
only in open woods and pastures where
plenty of sun-light is obtained. The
wood is soft, light, fragrant, brittle,
dull red in color with contrasting white
sap wood, extremely durable in con-
tract with the soil, and is easily
worked. It is largely used in the
manufacture of pencils, cedar chests,
cabinet work, and interior finish. As a
post wood, it has few superiors.
Bark–light reddish brown in color,

Phone:  585-374-2799
FAX:  585-374-2595

separating in long, narrow shreddy
strips fringed along the edges.
Twigs–generally 4-sided on mature
trees, green in color from the covering
of minute leaves, not flattened or
arranged in fan-shaped clusters,
becoming reddish brown in color after
the fall of the leaves.
Winter buds–minute, covered by the
overlapping scale-like leaves.
Leaves–various shakes of green to
reddish brown in color, persistent from
three to four years, 2 kinds: (1) scale-
like, closely overlapping, opposite in
pairs, giving the twig a 4-sided appear-
ance; (2) awl-shaped, from 1/2 to 3/4
inch long, usually on young trees or
more vigorous shoots and yellowish
green to light bluish green in colore,
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TH
EMARKETPLACE ADVERTISING

RATES
Display Ads (per insert)

$7 per column inch
Full Page:

$210 (30 column inch)
Half Page:

$105 (15 column inch)
Quarter Page:

$52.50 (7.5 column inch)
Eighth Page:

$26.25 (3.75 column inch)

Marketplace:
$10 minimum for 25 words
Each additional word: 10 cents

For More Information Contact:
Mary Beth Malmsheimer, Editor

(315) 655-4110
mmalmshe@syr.edu

MAGAZINE
DEADLINE

Materials submitted for the January/February issue should be
sent to Mary Beth Malmsheimer, Editor, The New York
Forest Owner, 134 Lincklaen Street, Cazenovia, NY
13035, (315) 655-4110 or via e-mail at mmalmshe
@syr.edu  Articles, artwork and photos are invited
and if requested, are returned after use.

Deadline for material is December 1, 2005.

HUNTING LEASES WANTED - Landowner receives per acre rate plus named
as additionally insured.  All NY and PA parcels considered. References. Since
1995!  Wildlife Outdoor Enterprises - Big Flats, NY (607) 562-7414 or
WildlifeOutdoors@aol.com
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