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The New York Forest Owner is a bi-monthly publication of The New York Forest Owners
Association, PO Box 541, Lima, NY 14485. Materials submitted for publication should be
sent to: Mary Beth Malmsheimer, Editor, The New York Forest Owner, 134 Lincklaen
Street, Cazenovia, New York 13035. Materials may also be e-mailed to mmalmshe@syr.
edu. Articles, artwork and photos are invited and if requested, are returned after use.

The deadline for submission for the November/December issue is October 1, 2009.

Please address all membership fees and change of address requests to PO Box 541, Lima,
NY 14485. 1-800-836-3566. Cost of family membership/subscription is $35.

This publication is printed on Finch Opaque, Smooth, 70 Ib. text paper. Located in the beautiful
Adirondacks, Finch has long understood that the viability of our business relies on the wise
use—and reuse—of resources. Finch papers are made with renewable energy, post-consumer

recycled fiber and elemental chlorine-free pulps. In addition, Finch Paper was the first integrated

paper mill in the US to received both the Forest Management and Chain of Custody certification
from the Forest Stewardship Council and the Sustainable Forestry Initiative.
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Barb and Doug Allen sit on their porch in their Marcellus, NY home.

COVER:

Allen.

For member profile, turn to page 21. Photo courtesy of Doug and Barb
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ePresident

Hello fellow forest owners.

In August, Senator Chuck Schumer
hosted a press conference in Lowville to an-
nounce his continued support for funding to
eradicate two invasive species that threaten
NYS’s forests - the emerald ash borer
(EAB) and Asian long-horned beetle (ALB).
Thanks to NYFOA’s Northern Adirondack
Chapter Chair Bill LaPoint for attending on
behalf of NY-
FOA. And thanks
to our Executive
Director Mary
Jeanne Packer for
working closely
with the State
Forester’s office

. to develop talk-
ing points and for coordinating NYFOA’s
involvement with the Senator’s staff.

As proposed in the President’s budget for
FY 2010, NY and New Jersey would share
in $30 million in federal funding to address
ALB. According to NYS-DEC, about $19
million of this would go to the federal ALB
eradication program in or near New York
City. The US House of Representatives
proposed increasing this amount to $35 mil-
lion. NYFOA has urged Senator Schumer
to take the lead on getting the Senate to
agree to the higher House number during
the upcoming House/Senate conference
committee budget discussions. It’s expected
that this additional $5 million would all go
toward the New York City efforts - bring-
ing the total funding to combat ALB in
NYS next year to $24 million. It is hoped
that this funding will help to shorten the
eradication date from the projected 2032 to
something much sooner.

Also in August, Governor Paterson
signed into law a bill establishing a public/
private Forest Products Development Coun-
cil and authorized the NYS Department of
Ag and Markets to provide market develop-

ment and promotion for forest products.
The legislation came about as a direct result
of the efforts of the Council of Forest Re-
source Organizations which NYFOA helped
to found and that Mary Jeanne co-chairs. A
seat for non-industrial private forest owners
on the new development council is speci-
fied in the legislation. The first meeting is
planned for fall when work will begin on
preparing a program of action and budget
request.

I’'m looking forward to
seeing folks at the 2009
Forest Owners Workshops,

Woodswalk, and Banquet
in Lake Placid and Paul
Smiths, October 2-4.

This edition of The Forest Owner con-
tains Doug Allen’s 100® column! His first
article appeared in 1991; and he has been
making outstanding and thoughtful contri-
butions to our publication ever since. I want
to recognize Doug for his dedication to
NYFOA and for providing timely informa-
tion for the forest owners of our state.

I am getting excited about the upcoming
2009 forest owners workshops, wood-
swalk, and banquet in Lake Placid and
Paul Smiths, October 2-4. In addition to an
informative program all day Saturday and
on Sunday morning, there are also some
fun events planned. It will be a great chance
to get to know forest owners from other
regions of the state in a relaxed setting.
NYFOA'’s Board of Directors will hold
their fall meeting on October 4 in Lake
Placid. Members are welcome to attend.

I hope to see you in Lake Placid! £

-Dan Cleveland
NYFOA President

The mission of the New York Forest Owners Association (NYFOA) is to promote
sustainable forestry practices and improved stewardship on privately owned
woodlands in New York State. NYFOA is a not-for-profit group of people who
care about NYS's trees and forests and are interested in the thoughtful man-
agement of private forests for the benefit of current and future generations.

NYFOA is a not-for-

O proﬁt group promoting

® stewardship of private

forests for the benefit of current and

future generations. Through local

chapters and statewide activities, NYFOA

helps woodland owners to become

responsible stewards and interested

publics to appreciate the importance of
New York’s forests.

Join NYFOA today and begin to
receive its many benefits including: six
issues of The New York Forest Owner,
woodswalks, chapter meetings, and
statewide meetings.

() I/'We own acres of wood-
land.

() I/'We do not own woodland but sup-
port the Association’s objectives.

Name:

Address:

City:

State/ Zip:

Telephone:

Email:

County of Residence:

County of Woodlot:

Referred by:

Regular Annual Dues:

() Student $10

(Please provide copy of student ID)

() Individual $30

() Family $35
Multi-Year Dues:

() Individual ~ 2-yr $55 3-yr $80
() Family 2-yr $65 3-yr $95
Additional Contribution:

() Supporter $1-$49

() Contributor $50-$99

() Sponsor $100-$249

() Benefactor $250-$499

() Steward $500 or more

() Subscription to Northern Woodlands
$15 (4 issues)

NYFOA is recognized by the IRS as a 501(c)(3) tax-
exempt organization and as such your contribution my
be tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Form of Payment: [ Check O Credit Card
Credit Card No.

Expiration Date
Signature:

Make check payable to NYFOA. Send the
completed form to:
NYFOA
P.O. Box 541, Lima, New York 14485
1-800-836-3566
www.nyfoa.org

www.nyfoa.org




SAF Certified

MICHAEL C. GREASON
“"FORESTRY SERVICES

(518) 943-9230 5476 Cauterskill Road
forest@mhcable.com Catskill, NY 12414

Would you like to receive an electronic
version of future editions of The Forest
Owner? If so, please send Liana an email

L : e o (Igooding@nyfoa.org). You would get
NYFOA board member Frank Winkler (r) visits with a future new NYFOA member at the ag emailgever»; two r?mnths annour?cing

NYS Woodsmen's Field Days, in Boonville in August. A number of other NYFOA leaders when the current edition is available for
also volunteered to work with NYFOA's Executive Director Mary Jeanne Packer to set download; and be given the URL for a
up and staff NYFOA's table during the three day event. NYFOA's new tabletop exhibit | webpage where you can go and get a
made its debut at this event. It was designed to coordinate visually with NYFOA's mem- PDF file of the publication. While being
bership brochure and The Forest Owner - which is always a well-received publication T USR] AT

. ey . Owner anytime, any place; this will also
at any event. Th|_s lhree panel exhibit is an|IabIe for chapters to borrow throughout the T e
year for use at similar local events. If desired, additional or replacement panels can be | ¢t of printing and postage continues to

custom designed to showcase unique chapter activities and accomplishments. rise with each edition.
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We’ll Walk The Road With Yeu.

Falconer NY (716) 664- 5602 o Cortland NY (607) 753- 3113 o Hancock, NY(607) 637-4466
w.vww.forecomnc.com
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Executive Director’s Voice

The NY forest owners fall workshop,
woodswalk, and banquet will take place
October 2 - 4 in Lake Placid and Paul
Smiths. The theme is Keeping New
York’s Forests Working. The event plan-
ning committee is made up of members
of NYFOA’s
Northern Adiron-
dack Chapter.

This group has put
together an out-
standing program
including time

for enjoying the
Adirondack’s fall
colors and meeting other forest owners.
A special “thank-you” to our sponsors:
Curran Renewable Energy, Finch Forest
Management, Stihl, US Forest Service,
and Woodmizer.

The program includes a Friday evening
welcome reception with musical enter-
tainment, Saturday educational work-
shops and woodswalks at Paul Smith’s
College and the Adirondack Park Visitor
Interpretative Center and trails, a banquet
and Adirondack story-teller, and Sunday
pancake breakfast and sugarbush/sugar-
house tour. Saturday morning presenta-
tions include topics such as Creating
Opportunities and Preserving Choices—A
Landowner Perspective on Forest Stew-

ardship. Agenda and registration materi-
als are now available. Download them
from NYFOA’s website www.nyfoa.org,
or call the office to request a package by
mail.

NYFOA had a good presence at the
NYS Woodsmen’s Field Days, in Boon-
ville in August. I enjoyed attending the
event for the first time in many years.

It was great to see so many NYFOA
members—thanks for stopping by the
table to visit. And thanks to the NYFOA
members who volunteered to help staff
the table and talk with people about the
benefits of NYFOA membership and to
NYFOA board member Rich Taber from
the Central NY Chapter for his volunteer
coordination efforts.

The folks from NYFOA’s Western
Finger Lakes Chapter were busy in Au-
gust, too, with staffing the NYFOA table
at Empire Farm Days in Seneca Falls. A
number of people picked up membership
applications or inquired about Master
Forest Owner visits. [ will always have
a special place in my heart for this show
since that’s where my family and I were
first introduced to NYFOA many years
ago when we were still absentee forest
owners. £i

—-Mary Jeanne Packer
Executive Director

HALE FORESTRY COMPANY
610 East Main Street, Westfield, PA 16950

Professional Forestry Consulting
Forest Resource Management Services

TIMBER SALES
MANAGEMENT PLAN

APPRAISALS
INVENTORIES

Michael L. Hale
Toll Free (877)-HALEFOR or (814)367-5916

email halefor@verizon.net
Fax (814) 367-5919

Society of American Foresters « Pennsylvania Forestry Association
Member NY Forest Owners Association

NYFOA STORE

Show your support for the Association!
All items display the NYFOA logo.

1. Sweatshirt.............ccoeeeeennn.. $20.00
Green M, L, XL
Grey M, L, XL

2. Long Sleeve T-Shirt............ $14.00
Green M, L, XL
Grey M, L, XL

3. Short Sleeve T-Shirt............ $10.00
Green M, L, XL
Grey M, L, XL

All shirts are heavy weight cotton with
white lettering on the green and green
lettering on the grey.

4. Baseball Style Cap.............. $14.00
Tan/Green Brim, one size
5. NYFOA Member Sign.......... $2.00

12x12 Heavy Gauge Plastic
Yellow with green lettering

6. MUZS.....ooovviieeeiieiiiiinne, $4.00
White with green lettering
7. Cutting Boards................... $5.00

Wood, 5 % x7 inches

Item# | Description Size |Qty | Price| Total

Shipping and handling: $5.00

Total:

Name:

Address:
City:
State / Zip:

Telephone:
Form of Payment: [ Check [ Credit Card

Credit Card No.

Expiration Date

Signature:
Make check payable to NYFOA. Send the
completed form to: NYFOA, P.O. Box 541,
Lima, New York 14485. Questions? Call
800-836-3566

www.nyfoa.org



Powerpoint presentation and allows for
interactions among the speaker and the
participants. At the appointed time, the
host, the speaker, and the participants go
to the temporary website and the speaker
gives the presentation. Participants need
to know the URL for the temporary web-
site to participate. The URL typically
changes each month. Presentations that
are recorded can be viewed at any time,
but without interaction with the speaker.

Ask A Professional

PETER SMALLIDGE AND SHORNA BROUSSARD ALLRED

Landowner questions are addressed by
foresters and other natural resources
professionals. Landowners should be careful
when interpreting answers and applying this
general advice to their property because
landowner objectives and property conditions
will affect specific management options. When

- in doubt, check with your regional DEC office
Shorna Broussard . ohor service providers. Landowners are

Allred also encouraged to be active participants in

Cornell Cooperative Extension and NYFOA programs to gain additional, often site-specific,
answers to questions. To submit a question, email to Peter Smallidge at pjs23@cornell.edu
with an explicit mention of “Ask a Professional.” Additional reading on various topics is
available at www.forestconnect.info

3. Who provides webinars?
Anyone or any group with access to web
conference software can host webinars.
The host organization needs to buy the
software, although participants do not
need to purchase any new software.
Three institutions currently provide the
majority of webinars that focus on issues
relevant to woodland owners. Other in-
stitutions provide forestry based webinars

Peter Smallidge

Question:

Peter Smallidge notes — Several wood-
land owners have asked about the recent
development of “webinars, webcasts and
web conferences,” what these involve for
participants, and how these might benefit
NYFOA members.

Response:

If you use the Internet or have email,
you have probably read about a relatively
new technology called web conferencing,
webcasts, or webinars. As with any new
technology, there are often many ques-
tions. Here we address the most com-
mon questions. The answers to these
questions emphasize Cornell University
Cooperative Extension’s webinar series
within the ForestConnect program, but
include information about other forestry
webinars.

1. What is a webinar?

Educational institutions and organiza-
tions have begun delivering presentations
online—the same types of presentations
you would see at in-person seminars and
conferences. Recent advances in soft-
ware allow for presentations and direct
interaction among woodland owners,
practitioners and technical specialists us-
ing the Internet. When presentations are

offered using web conferencing software,
the delivery is called a webcast or more
commonly a webinar, indicating a semi-
nar offered using the World Wide Web.

2. How does a webinar “work?”

The institutional or organizational hosts
use their software to create a temporary
website that allows a speaker to share a

for a variety of audiences and topics.
Cornell University Cooperative Exten-
sion through one of the ForestConnect
program initiatives provides a webinar
on the third Wednesday of each month.
This was the first webinar program of
its type in the nation. More information
and a list of webinar hosts are available
at www. ForestConnect.info. Penn State

Peter Smallidge prepares to deliver a webinar through the ForestConnect monthly series. We-
binars provide a cost and travel efficient tool to connect speakers and woodland owners on a
variety of topics.

The New York Forest Owner 47:5 o September/October 2009



Secure

Forestry Cornell Univ.
Internet Seminar Internet
Specialist Server

Forestry
Internet Seminar
Participant

Forestry
Internet Seminar
Participant

Forestry
Internet Seminar
Participant

A diagram of the interaction between speakers and participants during a webcast. The Forestry
Internet Seminar speaker interacts with participants through a secure Cornell University com-
puter server. The participants can ask questions during the presentation by typing into a chat
box that is shared with the speaker and other participants.

University offers a webinar program

on the second Tuesday of each month.
Their topics are consistent with the inter-
ests of private woodland owners. Their
website for information is http://rnrext.
cas.psu.edu/PAForestWeb/. Finally, the
Southern Regional Extension Forestry
(SREF) program and partner Coopera-
tive Extension land grant institutions host
webinars, and many have relevance to
northeastern woodland owners. Their
website for webinars is http://forestrywe-
binar.net.

The systems and procedures vary to
some extent among these three institu-
tions. Although each host is familiar
with the webinar programs of the other
institutions, questions should be directed
to the host.

4.Do I need to buy any new software?
Participants do not need to purchase
any new software. The host institutions
purchase software that allows owners and
practitioners to participate in a webinar.
The software system used in the Forest-
Connect series and at Penn State allows
for immediate access by participants
after they have registered (see #5). The
software used by SREF requires partici-
pants to download a module so they can
interface with the presenter.

5.Can anyone participate in a webinar?
The webinar series by ForestConnect and

Penn State each require prospective users
to complete a free, one-time registry so
they can monitor usage and determine the
educational impacts of their programs.
The registration at these two institutions
is separate and interested participants
should register with both hosts. Only
registered users receive the URL for the
monthly webinar. Woodland owners in-
terested in webinars should register well
in advance to ensure their registration is
processed. The webinar series by SREF
does not require any pre-registration, but
does require participants to download a
free module. The software may allow
for a limited number of participants (for
example, the site license at Cornell al-
lows for a maximum of 100 participants),
so plan to arrive early to ensure you can
join the webinar.

The three institutions mentioned above
do not require any additional fees from
woodland owners to participate. Some
other webinar series, especially those
focused more specifically on professional
development for foresters or loggers,
charge a modest participation fee (for
example, University of Minnesota. See
http://sfec.cfans.umn.edu/featured. html
for more details).

6. What kind of computer and Internet
connection do I need to participate?
Because webinars require the transmis-
sion of voice and frequent screen changes

among slides, participants need to have

a high-speed Internet connection. DSL,
Cable, and LAN connections are all ad-
equate for webinar participation. Dial-up
phone modems will not allow effective
connections.

Participants also need to have either
speakers or a headset connected to their
computer so they can hear the presenta-
tion. Participants do not need a micro-
phone, although it is optional for the
webinar series from SREF. Cornell’s
ForestConnect and Penn State use the
same software and suggest participants
try this link well before the webinar to
confirm they are comfortable with the
webinar delivery process https://admin.
adobe.acrobat.com/_a227210/partici-
patemeeting/

Some woodland owners do not have
high-speed Internet connections. They
may be able to use a computer at their
local public library. In other cases, some
county offices of Cooperative Exten-
sion will host a group meeting, display
the webinar, and coordinate some group
interaction. Check local options several
days before the webinar.

7.Can I talk to the presenter and other
participants?

Most interactions with the presenter, the
host and other participants are done by
typing questions into a feature on the
webinar called a “chat pod.” The chat
pod feature allows participants to ask

a question at any time and allows the
speaker to scroll among questions provid-
ing answers at an appropriate point in the
presentation.

The chat pod also allows participants to
communicate among themselves, either
with direct chat between two participants
or with the entire group. Occasionally,
for example, a participant has access to a
website that is relevant to the group, and
can share an educational website without
disrupting the presentation.

8. What if I miss the live webinar, are
they recorded?

Webinars can be recorded and made
available for subsequent viewing. Check

continued on page 17

www.nyfoa.org



New York State

Tree Farm News

EriN O’NEILL

Its fall again...just look at
those...flames? ;

With the economy
the way it is and the
markets for both saw-
logs and pulpwood
suffering, Mother
Nature is complicat-
ing the wood products industry with a
wet summer. On top of that, there is
concern about transportation of inva-
sive insects in firewood restricting the
movement to 50 miles. The silver lining
is that it makes it a perfect year to cut
your winter’s firewood right from your
own woodlot.

More good news, this is one of the
ways a small woodlot can meet the cri-
teria for Tree Farm certification. Your
small woodlot probably already meets
the sustainability and environmental
criteria. Harvesting can sometimes be
the Tree Farm requirement that you get
hung up on. Many small woodlots can

iy

Timber Trespass Actions e

Eminent Domain involving Timberiand
Timberland Succession Planning e Boundary Line Disputes
0il, Gas and Wind Energy Lease Reviews
Timber Tax Advice Including: I
Schedule T Preparation
Depletion Allowance Calculations
Tax Free Exchanges

Timberland Tax Certiorari Challenges

Call David J. Colligan at
WATSON, BENNETT, COLLIGAN, JOHNSON & SCHECHTER, L.L.P.
12 Fountain Plaza, Suite 600
Buffalo, New York 14202
Telephone: (716)852-3540
Fax: (716)852-3546
or

E-Mail: deolligan@watsonbennett.com

Visit our Web Site: www.timberlaw.com

maintain sustainable management by
simply cutting your firewood from your
own woodlot, in addition to managing
for aesthetic and recreational value.

Working with a knowledgeable for-
ester can help you make decisions about
how to manage for firewood in a way
that will also improve aesthetics, create
edges and brush piles for wildlife and to
prevent erosion and damage to remain-
ing trees. For small woodlots, a forester
can help you find harvest operators that
are open minded and innovative.

The harvest requirements for the
Tree Farm Program are minimal. You
are simply required to have a harvest
program that involves cutting trees and
working from a management plan. The
premise of this is simple. A stand of
trees cannot be sustainable without har-
vesting trees. The ideal of sustainable
management is that the forest provides
for the landowner and increases in
value as it provides for future genera-
tions. Good management will simply

LAW FIRM EXPERIENCED IN ISSUES
RELATING TO TIMBER, FORESTRY,
AND NATURAL RESOURCE LAW:

7 MKS )

accelerate the natural progression of the
forest.

If you think you’d like to learn more
about the NY Tree Farm certifica-
tion program remember, a Tree Farm
representative is only a phone call (1-
800-836-3566) or e-mail (nytreefarm@
hotmail.com) away. If you have more
questions about the invasive insects
found in firewood or the transportation
restrictions, you can find them at the
NYSDEC website www.dec.ny.gov. £

Erin O’Neill is the Chair of the NYS Tree Farm
Committee.

Would you like to receive updates
via email on emerging forestry
issues and opportunities for forest
owners? If so, please make sure we
have your current email
address. Contact Liana in the
NYFOA office:

Igooding @nyfoa.org

Susan J. Keister, LLC

7025 Harpers Ferry Rd
Wayland, N.Y. 14572

Consulting Forestry Services
NYS-DEC Cooperating Forester
SAF Certified

585-728-3044/ ph
585-728-2786/ fax
susanjkeister@frontiernet.net

ENTERPRISES, INC.

Farmi Winches
New & Used Maple Equipment
Trades Welcome

60 Porter Lynch Rd., Norwood, NY 13668

Phone: 315-353-2808 Fax: 315-353-4645

The New York Forest Owner 47:5 e September/October 2009



o -

REeBECccA HARGRAVE
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Donna and Lew Warner of Berkshire, NY

M, submitted this photo. “This is a picture of our

jﬂ - granddaughter, Madison, sitting in a carved

! out chair made from a hemlock stump that
was left over from logging on our property.
Several stumps will be geting different
carvings in the future.” The Warner’s own

: .\ 80 acres in the Berkshire, NY area. “Our

=5 AR granddaughter loves to hang out at camp and

';_' ’ W explore the woods with us,” said Donna.

Do you have a photo of you and your kids or grandkids in your forest? If so, The New York
Forest Owner would like to see it! Send an electronic or hard copy to Forest Owner editor,
MaryBeth Malmsheimer, (address on page 22) and it may end up on this page!

Colors from the Woods and Fields

Our lives are filled with color, the
colors of nature and the colors of
things we own. Nowadays we use chemi-
cal dyes to make our things colorful,

but originally, many of our dyes came
from plants. Fortunately for us here in
New York, there are multiple plants and
colors we can get from our woodlots and
backyards.

All parts of plants are used for dyes—
roots, leaves, nuts, fruit, and even
flowers—and they are easy to prepare
for use. When gathering make sure fruits
and nuts are ripe and if you are taking
the whole plant, be sure there are plenty
of others to take its place.

This project requires the use of a
stove, so please bring along an adult of
your choice!

™
-
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Black Walnut Fruit

To help the dyes stick you’ll want to use
a fixative first. For most plant parts use a
mix of 4 parts water to one part vinegar
or for berries Y2 cup salt to 8 cups water.
Place your cloth into the fixative and sim-
mer for an hour. Let cool and wring out,
then you’re ready for the color.

Chop the dye plant well and simmer in
a pot (see below for time of simmering).
Then put your fabric into the dyebath. The
color will be lighter when dry, and the
longer it soaks the darker the color will
be. Wring out fabric when done, and re-
member to launder separately from other
clothes as the dyes may bleed. Cotton or
other natural fabrics work best.

Plants to Try:

Goldenrod - golden yellow: 1 gallon of
flowers. Cover with water and boil for 15
minutes, strain out flowers, then add cold
water to reach 2 gallons of dyebath. Place
wet fabric in the pot, boil for 20 minutes,
then remove, rinse and dry.

Apple Bark - dark yellow to tan: or
Hemlock Bark - rose-tan: 1 gallon finely
chopped bark. Soak bark overnight in 1
gallon of hot water then strain out chips.
Add water to make 2 gallons of dyebath.
Add wet cloth and heat to a boil for 30
minutes, then remove, rinse and dry.

Sumac Berries - light tan: 4 gallon ripe
berries. Cover berries with water and soak

for one hour then boil for 30 minutes.
Strain out berries and add cold water to
make 2 gallons of dyebath. Add wet cloth
and boil for 30 minutes, then remove,
rinse and dry.

Black Walnut Hulls — drab green: % gal-
lon black walnut hulls, still green. Cover
with water and soak for 30 minutes. Boil
for 15 minutes and strain out hulls. Add
cold water to make 2 gallons of dyebath.
Add wet cloth and boil for 20 minutes,
then remove, rinse and dry.

There are many other natural materials
you can use to dye fabrics that should be
easy to find and to use. You can also use
more advanced techniques if you like how
these turn out. There is a lot of informa-
tion on natural dying on the Internet and
at your local library.

Enjoy putting some color into your
clothes! £

Citations:

Adrosko, Rita. Natural Dyes in the United
States. Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institu-
tion Press. 1968

Photo: Paul Wray, lowa State University, Bug-
wood.org

Rebecca Hargrave is the Community Horti-
culture and Natural Resources Educator at

Cornell University Cooperative Extension in
Chenango County.

www.nyfoa.org



The Longterm Cost

Of High Grading

MicHAEL C. GREASON

YFOA recently adopted a state-

ment which recognizes high
grading as a non-sustainable forestry
practice. That positive action de-
serves recognition and discussion.
High grading is a term used for diam-
eter limit cutting and other exploitive
practices where the best quality trees
and the most valuable species are
removed leaving a forest made up of
poor quality trees of low value spe-
cies. High grading not only diminish-
es future timber production potential,
it also tends to reduce the composition
of the more valuable species in our
forests. By disproportionately remov-
ing oaks and black cherry, mast pro-
duction and diversity is reduced for

@
-

Here is a fresh oak harvest similar to the one described in the

article

many wildlife species. Disproportion-
ately removing hard maple impacts
fall foliage color enjoyment. I believe
high grading also reduces our forest’s
ability to maintain vigor and health.

As an illustration, I was recently
hired by a woodlot owner who wanted
to sell timber. About twenty years
ago, he obtained a forest management
plan from the DEC service forester
serving the county he lives in. A few
years later, he accepted an offer for
his timber from a local sawmill. He
felt he was well paid for the timber
and decided to have another sale fif-
teen years after the first. The manage-
ment plan and the mill representative
had mentioned ten year cutting cycles

e for selection/selective

: cutting where the for-
est was not clearcut.
He’d waited fifteen
years; the woodlot
must again be worth
a lot of money.

Bear in mind,
during that first
sale, no forester was
involved. The mill
totally controlled
tree selection, scale,
and payment. There
was no competitive
bidding. The contract
was concise and gave
the mill complete
authority. I will not
state that he was not
paid for all the timber
that was cut or judge
whether he received a
fair price. I will com-
ment on the condition
of the forest I found
during my visit.

The woodlot is
dominated by dis-

eased beech, with areas of striped
maple and eastern hophornbeam
understory. Beech suckering is
prolific. It is a challenge walking off
the trails. There are a few scattered,
coarse and declining red oak and hard
maple culls. The larger beech could
be utilized for firewood; but advanced
rot and poor access might make it
difficult to find a buyer. There is
absolutely no possibility to conduct

a timber sale because there are no
trees that would yield a saw log in the
entire lot. In our walk, we could see
that many of the stumps were 12” in
diameter; so the higher value species
were cut to about a 10” diameter at
breast height.

I asked the owner, “What are your
goals for the property?” He re-
sponded that he wants to pass a legacy
on to his son. He loves the property
and his son wants to stay in Greene
County and enjoy the property with
his father. They do hunt and he said
deer do pass through but are difficult
to see through the beech thicket. He
was hoping a harvest would open up
some shooting lanes and provide some
needed income in this difficult econ-
omy. He was dismayed when I told
him he could never expect to harvest
timber in his lifetime and to develop a
stand of timber for his grandchildren
would take some serious effort.

I discussed Pete Smallidge’s re-
search with goat grazing, flaming,
and herbicide treatment of beech
stumps to control the suckers. Peter
is our very talented State Extension
Forester for Cornell Cooperative
Extension. Maybe, the oak and maple
culls could provide a seed source for
a future timber crop many decades
down the road. I pointed out that a
competitive bidding of marked timber

continued on next page
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NYFOA SAreTY Tip

Biting and Stinging Insects

For most people, bug bites cause temporary redness and pain.
But for others, bites and stings may trigger a life-threatening
emergency. Understanding the risks and basis treatment can help
all people who work in their woods with these pests.

Avoid the insect worlds most wanted

Mosquitoes, fleas, black flies, mites, chiggers and ticks use
their mouth to suck blood from humans. Bees, hornets, yellow
jackets, wasps and scorpions use a stinger to inject their venom.
Spiders and ants both sting and bite.

Bug bites give people minor skin reactions like swelling,
redness, pain and itching. Bites can also cause headaches and
vomiting.

Tick bites do not usually cause an immediate reaction, but
are dangerous because they can transmit Lyme disease, Rocky
Mountain Spotted Fever and other diseases. Ticks normally
attach to humans on the scalp or under the arms. Always check
for ticks, especially after working in wooded, swampy or grassy
areas. A tick bite might look like a small rash sometimes taking
the form of a bull’s eye.

How to avoid bites

The best way to avoid bites is to make yourself unappetizing to
bugs. Sweet smells attract insects. Don’t leave out food or open
drinks. Never drink from a can or bottle that might have an
insect inside.

Do not use colognes, perfumes, scented soaps or hairsprays.
Do apply insect repellant (follow directions on label). Cover up
with long pants, long-sleeve shirts, socks, footwear and a hat.
Dress in pale colors, such as light green, tan and khaki.

Plan an attack
against pests

Some basic first-
aid steps can relieve
bite pain and help
prevent infection.
Clean the area around
the bite with soap
and water and apply
ice or a cold pack. If
the stinger is still in
the wound, remove
it before washing and icing the area by scraping the surface
with something stiff like a credit card or knife blade. Do not
squeeze the area, or the stinger will release more venom.

When removing ticks, use a pair of tweezers to grasp the
tick close to the skin. Avoid pulling too hard or jerking,
which may leave part of the tick in the skin. Then wash the
area with soap and water. Seek medical attention if a rash
appears around the site or the victim later experiences chills,
joint pain or other flu-like symptoms.

Act on allergies

Individuals who have an allergic reaction to bites and stings
experience severe symptoms that require emergency medical
attention. If this occurs, call 9-1-1 or your local emergency
number immediately. Anyone who has experienced a severe
reaction to insect bites should carry a kit to administer treat-
ment. Don’t take a chance, it might be your life. £

Safety tip provided by Ed Wright, President, W. J. Cox Associates, Inc.

less than 8 % of the income, includ-
ing inspections. Of course, this owner
does not own this woodlot for timber
investment; it is his home site. Yet,
this timber sale paid for his daughter’s
wedding, established some recreation-
al trails, improved his hunting oppor-
tunity, and is visually more attractive
than before the harvest occurred.

The point I hope I’ve made is that
high grading has long term costs
that seldom benefit the forest owner.
Landowners need to hire a forester to
represent their interest and insist that
the woodlot be marked according to a
proven silvicultural prescription. £

may have yielded similar income and
retained a productive forest.

To that point, I told of another
woodlot that I had recently sold where
a logger who supplies the same mill
had marked all of the good timber
on an eight acre parcel. The logger
offered $3,000 to his “friend.” They
attended the same church every week;
so he was inclined to sell. Another
friend convinced him to get a second
opinion. He was reluctant to hire
me; but consented when I asked why
he would want an intensive cut that
removes all of the best looking trees
from a woodlot that surrounds his
home. The irony of this story is that I
marked an improvement cut by taking
out the defective and poor potential

crop trees and left most of the best
trees for the future. Then I solicited
for bids. The sawmill mentioned
before bid $3,000. His “friend from
church” raised his bid to $3,500. And,
the winning bid from a much better
logging/sawmill family came in at
$8,500. This owner was very pleased
he could have his income and some
trees, too. He was absolutely satisfied
when he was able to compare the job
done on the next door neighbor by

his “friend from church” to his own
successful sale done by Rudy Stempel
Family Sawmill. Rudy’s son Greg did
virtually no logging damage where his
“friend from church” made the neigh-
bor’s woods look like a war zone. My
hourly fee came to a total that was

Michael Greason is a certified forester and a
member of NYFOA

www.nyfoa.org 11



“Get Involved with Maple” Workshops

Set for Northern NY Landowners

MicHAEL FARRELL

series of October workshops in

Lake Placid, Chazy, Westport,
Watertown, Lowville, Malone and Can-
ton will invite Northern NY landowners
to learn about the options of becoming a
new maple producer making syrup and-
or value-added maple products, leasing
trees to an existing maple producer, or
tapping trees
and selling
sap.

“New
York’s six
northernmost
counties have
enough maple |
trees to grow
the region’s
maple syrup
production
into a $10
million indus-
try annually,
and it’s up to
landowners to make this happen,” says
Northern New York Maple Specialist
and Cornell Uihlein Forest Director
Michael Farrell.

The workshops, co-sponsored by
Cornell Cooperative Extension, the
Cornell University Maple Program,
and New York State Maple Producers
Association, are part of a research and
extension project funded by the North-
ern New York Agricultural Develop-
ment Program.

The workshops will help landowners
identify whether or not their property is
presently suited to maple production or
leasing. Previous research has revealed
that most landowners are primarily
interested in how getting involved with
the maple industry might reduce their
property taxes. By leasing forestland to
a qualifying maple producer, a landown-
er may be able to get an ag assessment.

The workshops will discuss the details
of ag assessment and provide land-
owners with a list of maple producers
interested in buying sap or leasing trees.

“There are many ways landowners
can utilize their forestland and it is not
always easy to decide the best fit for
their property,” Farrell says. “We are
offering these
= workshops to

¥ discuss the costs
and benefits of
various options.
There is a vast
resource of
untapped maple
trees and grow-
ing markets for
maple syrup, so
getting involved
§ with maple pro-
\ | duction might be
" a good option at
~ this time.”

Additional resources provided at
the workshops will include a sample
landowner-producer lease agreement.

All workshops run from 7 pm to 8:30
pm:

October 7, Uihlein Forest, 157
Bear Cub Lane, Lake Placid. Contact:
Michael Farrell, mlf36@cornell.edu,
518-523-9337

October 8, Miner Institute, 1034
Miner Farm Road, Chazy. Contact:
Laura Nicholson, lan25@cornell.edu,
518-561-7450

October 13, Cornell Coopera-
tive Extension, 3 Sisco St, Westport.
Contact: Emily Selleck, els52@cornell.
edu, 518-962-4810

October 14, Cornell Cooperative
Extension of Jefferson County, 203
N. Hamilton Street, Watertown. Con-
tact: Mike Hunter, meh27@cornell.
edu, 315-788-8450

October 15, Cornell Cooperative
Extension of Lewis County, 5274
Outer Stowe Street, Lowville. Contact:
Michele Ledoux, mell4@cornell.edu,
315-376-5270

October 19, Franklin County 911
Emergency Response Building, Bare
Hill Road, Malone. Contact: Richard
Gast, rig24@cornell.edu, 518-483-7403

October 20, Cornell Cooperative
Extension Learning Farm Class-
room, 1894 State Highway 68, Can-
ton. Contact: Anita Morrill, amr28@
cornell.edu, 315-379-9192. L.

Northern NY to Host
NYS Maple Tour
September 27-29, 2009

Where better to learn about the lat-
est progressive and unique maple sug-
aring techniques than in the heart of
New York’s Adirondack Mountains?
The Adirondack Maple Producers
Association is hosting the September
27-29 New York State Maple Tour
with speakers and sugarhouse tours
starting from the Lake Placid Horse-
show Grounds.

“We are encouraging experienced
producers and those considering get-
ting into the maple business to attend
any or all of this three-day event,” says
Northern New York Maple Specialist
and Cornell University Uihlein Maple
Forest Director Michael Farrell.

The program includes a reception
with speaker on Sunday evening.
Monday, September 28th the tour will
visit three sugar houses in the Lake
Placid area and then participants have
the opportunity to attend an awards
banquet with speakers that evening.
Tuesday, the tour will travel one hour
northeast to the Chazy, NY, area to
visit two more sugarhouses.

For New York State Maple Tour
information and registration, contact
the Lake Placid/Essex County Visi-
tors Bureau, 49 Parkside Drive, Lake
Placid, NY 12946, 518-523-2445
x109. Registration form and details
are on the New York
State Maple Producers
Association website at
www.nysmaple.com.
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Enjoy the fall colors in the beautiful Adirondacks and
meet other forest owners to share ideas
on caring for your woodlands

2009 New York Forest Owners

Fall Workshop, Woodswalk, and Banquet
Northern New York Master Forest Owner (MFO) Refresher

October 2 - 4, 2009
Lake Placid and Paul Smiths, New York
Hosted by the Northern Adirondack Chapter of NYFOA

Additional information, registration package, and
spouse activity ideas will be available on
www.nyfoa.org

Program will include:
* Friday evening welcome reception with entertainment
* Saturday informational workshops and woodswalks at Paul Smiths
* Banquet with speaker and entertainment
* Sunday pancake breakfast and sugarhouse tour
SAF CFE credits applied for

Event will be based at Northwoods Inn,
Main St., Lake Placid, (866) 294-7171.

mi = Overflow lodging at Placid Bay Inn, Saranac St.,
| == B2 Lake Placid, (518) 523-2001.

- S Request special vates for forest owners when you call.

Sponsors to date:
51',” L® Curran Renewable Energy ¢ Finch Forest Management finch
Stihl ¢ US Forest Service ¢ Woodmizer

www.nyfoa.org



Timber Theft

and How to Prevent It

HucH CaNHAM AND RONALD PEDERSEN

I n the last Forest Owner we asked:
“What should you do when a logger
knocks?” We advised: call a forester to
develop an up-to-date forest management
plan if you don’t have one. When you and
your woods would benefit from harvest-
ing some trees, here are some points to
consider in choosing a logger:

« Harvesting is part of your overall
management plan. The logger must
understand your goals and be willing to
work to enhance them. For example,
trees marked for harvest must be felled
so as to not damage the future crop trees.
Logging roads and skid trails must pre-
vent erosion while respecting other Best
Management Practices and future access.

« Written contracts protect you and
the harvester and avoid misunderstand-
ings. Follow the advice of your forester
and your attorney. Don’t forget permits
for harvesting or stream crossings where
required or when the up-front lump sum
payment is received relative to your
income tax liability. (see p 14, May/June
2009 Forest Owner).

« Ask for and check references for log-
gers responding to the invitations to bid.
Contact owners and if possible visit wood-
lots recently harvested. Did the logger
fulfill all obligations including such things
as fence repair and clean-up, take pride in
his/her workers and equipment, carefully
avoid damaging other trees, listen to your
questions and concerns? Would you use
the logger again or recommend her/him to
others? Why or why not?.

« Verify the harvester’s general liability
insurance and workers’ compensation cov-
erage for employees. Sole proprietorships
need not have workers’ compensation, nor
do firms whose workers are independent
contractors. It is essential that you and
your advisors are completely satisfied
with the adequacy of the insurance provi-
sions in the contract.

« Recognize the advantages of using log-

gers certified under New York’s Logger
Training Program. (www.nyloggertrain-
ing.org/search/loggers) The DEC now
requires logger certification for workers
on applicable contracts on state land.

« Assure that all prospective buyers
are bidding on the same trees and associ-
ated work. This is one of several reasons
to have the trees for harvest marked in
advance by your forester. If a bid offers
services different from those advertised,
and you find the suggestions preferable,

a modified invitation-to-bid should be
distributed to all. Bids reflect tree species
and quality, topography and distance to
roadside, contract provisions, and market
conditions.

« Look at all factors in choosing a har-
vester, not just the amount bid. You may
reject one or all bids received. Don’t be
swayed by a high bid if you and your ad-
visors feel more comfortable with another
logger and sense that your objectives will
be met more adequately.

» Make arrangements for monitoring the
harvest. Many owners have their forester
assure that only designated trees are being
cut, skid roads and trails are acceptable
and other requirements are being met. If
the sale is not based on previously marked
trees, which is not a recommended way
to sell timber, monitoring may be particu-
larly important.

The importance of choosing a harvester
is second only to the choice of the forester
and preparation of the plan leading to
the harvest. The rewards for your efforts
to maintain well marked sale boundar-
ies, your expense in marking the trees
to be cut, and your staying in touch with
neighbors, are also highly dependent upon
the conscientiousness of those working in
your woods. £

Hugh Canham is a retired professor from
SUNY ESF and a member of NYFOA’s CNY
chapter. Ron Pedersen is a past President
of NYFOA and is a member of the Capital
District chapter.

ForestConnect webinars

Below is the fall line-up for the Forest-
Connect webinars. For more information
about webinars or to register, please visit
www.ForestConnect.info All webinars are
live at noon and again at 7:00 PM. Webi-
nars are recorded and archived for view-
ing. The following titles are approximate.

September 23rd: The sweet side of
maple - is syrup production an option for
your woodland? Presented by Mike Farrell,
Cornell University Cooperative Extension
Department of Natural Resources. (Note
this date is a break from pattern to the 4th
Wednesday)

October 21st: Deer and forests - impacts,
assessment, control and recovery. Present-
ed by Susan Stout and Alex Royo, US Forest
Service Northern Research Station.
November |8th:Timber Harvesting Aesthet-
ics Part |. Timber harvesting options to im-
prove aesthetics. Presented by Andy Egan,
Paul Smiths College.

December |6th: Timber Harvesting Aes-
thetics Part Il. Perceptions of woodland
owners and the general public about harvest
aesthetics. Presented by Shorna Broussard
Allred, Cornell University,and Shannon Rog-
ers, Purdue University.

Bruce E.
= Robinson, Inc.

Forestry Consultants

* Forest product marking &
marketing

» Timber appraisals

+ Access road design &
supervision

* Boundary maintenance

+ Forest management planning
* Forest recreation planning

+ Wildlife management

+ Forest taxation planning
 Tree farm management

* Tree planting & tree shelters

» Urban forestry & community
management

1894 Camp Street Ext.
Jamestown, NY 14701-9239
E-mail: ber01@windstream.net

Phone: 716-665-5477
Fax: 716-664-5866
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—ADVERTISEMENT—

The SFI® Program

How can you tell if the products you buy
have been produced with the well-being
of the forest in mind¢ Certification and
product labeling increase a consumer’s
ability fo encourage good forest steward-
ship through the purchasing decisions they
make.

The Sustainable Forestry Initiative® (SF)
program is a comprehensive system of
principles, objectives and performance
measures developed by professional
foresters, conservationists scientists, and
other stakeholders that combines the
perpetual growing and harvesting of trees
with the long-term protection of wildlife,
plants, soil and water quality.

Founded in 1995, SFl is an independent,
internationally recognized Forest Certi-
fication organization. Certification is a
voluntary process in which the manage-
ment of a forest is documented as meet-
ing certain economic, environmental, and
social standards. Wood fiber users and
producers that agree to abide by the SFI®
Principles are certified by an independent
3rd party as meeting or exceeding the
performance standards.

W. J. Cox Associates, Inc. is just one of the
many companies that are certified to the SF
Standards of Sustainability and participate
in the New York State SFI Implementation
Committee.

Game of Logging Instructor, Bill Lindloff explains the principles of safe timber felling

W. J. Cox Associates, Inc.

As administrators of the New York Lumbermen’s Insurance Trust
Fund, a self insured workers’ compensation provider for businesses
in the forest products industry, W. J. Cox Associates, Inc. provides
training for the wood producers of New York State to promote
safety performance, professionalism, and continual improvement of
production techniques. These principles are consistent with the goal
of sustainable harvesting for the benefit of the forest and the people
who make their living in the woods.

Founded in 1979, W. J. Cox Associates, Inc. is a full service
insurance agency specializing in property and casualty coverages for
primary and secondary wood producers. Loss prevention personnel
are experienced in safety review and risk management assessments.
Timber felling members of the New York Lumbermen’s Insurance
Trust Fund are trained in all four levels of Game of Logging, a
hands-on timber felling series which demonstrates safe felling
techniques.

W. J. Cox Associates, Inc. offers student scholarships and grants
for employees of forest product businesses through the William J.
Cox Memorial Fund, a non-for-profit organization funded entirely
through proceeds of member insurance programs.

@ SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY INITIATIVE

Good for you. Good for our forests”

www.nyfoa.org
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Forest Protection

Some Final Thoughts

Doucras C. ALLEN

Editors Note: This is Doug Allen’s 100th
article in the New York Forest Owner.
NYFOA would like to thank Doug for all
of his contributions and insightfulness
over the last 18 years. We greatly appre-
ciate his dedication and willingness to
assist landowners in New York State.

hen I initiated this column in the

November/December 1991 issue
of the Forest Owner, I never imagined it
would last this long or that it would ever
be a struggle to come up with subject
material. Now after 18 years and one
hundred articles I am running low on
ideas! More importantly, it seems appro-
priate that space in this magazine should
be given to others for their opinions and
recommendations relative to different
forest management issues.

In the initial article, I addressed

my belief that forest protection in its
broadest sense is a key ingredient to the
concept and practice of good steward-
ship. I still believe this. With few excep-
tions, current major threats to forest
management objectives and desirable
forest conditions in the eastern United
States come not from indigenous forest
insects but alien invasive species and, in
the western United States, the efforts of
many politicians and environmentalists
who lack an understanding about basic

forest ecology. Even for the most con-
scientious forest owner, these problems
can make sustainable forestry a very
costly and frustrating endeavor.

An alien invasive such as the infa-
mous emerald ash borer (EAB) is a
good case in point. Many articles about
this insect have appeared on various
web sites and in outreach publications
like the Forest Owner. They describe
the problem, provide details on the
currently known distribution and update
the total number of ash trees that have
been destroyed in sanitation efforts (the
current tally is in the neighborhood of
70 million!). This summer a consider-
able amount of time and money has
been spent in New York State deploying
traps baited with an attractant, appar-
ently in an attempt to more accurately
delineate its distribution and movement.
This is as much a political response as
it is a management effort, and results
will likely provide minimal practi-
cal information for the average forest
owner. What forest owners need more
than anything is information on what
to do about the insect once it has been
detected. Cryptic wood and inner bark
borers like the Asian long-horned beetle
(ALHB) and EAB can be difficult to de-
tect early and even more problematic to
control. Admittedly, a trapping program

has some value,

BUYING BUTTERNUT
Highest prices paid

Purchasing diseased and dead trees only (Butternut Canker)
Standing dead — blow downs — worm track not a defect
Buying full loads — all grades

VERMONT WILDWOODS
Contact: Parker Nichols
Marshfield, VT 802.426.3449

but it generally
assists in locating
old infestations
rather than newly
infested trees. For
example, experts
have determined
that the recent
finding of EAB
in Randolph,

NY (Cattaraugus
County) repre-

Adult Asian long-horned beetle; Michael
Bohne, USFS, Bugwood.org

sents an infestation that is a least 5-6
years old. Removing this infestation
now is too little too late. Similarly, the
well publicized efforts to deal with the
ALHB in Worcester, MA represent
an attempt to “manage” this problem
approximately 20 years after experts
believe it was introduced into that area.
In my view, a tool like the current
EAB trap survey should be augmented
with educational efforts to help for-
est owners, foresters and other land
managers recognize early signs of an
infestation. That is, symptoms such as
incipient stages of crown dieback, fad-
ing foliage in the upper crown and un-
usual epicormic branching. When these
unexpected characteristics first appear
in a stand, it would seem prudent to cut
down a tree or two and examine the up-
per bole for evidence of the characteris-
tic larvae beneath the bark or D-shaped
emergence holes on the bark surface. If
EAB is indicated, every symptomatic
ash in a stand should be dropped and
infested portions destroyed. Make no
mistake, EAB is here to stay; it can-
not be eradicated. Early and continu-
ous intervention, however, may slow
its movement and minimize its spread.
Finally, it seems to me that early detec-
tion when the infestation may be limited
to the upper most bole of the tree can be
accomplished soon enough to preclude
the need to remove stumps and to chip
or otherwise process whole trees. This
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limits sanitation activities to a relatively
small portion of the upper bole.

Global warming and its potential con-
sequences is yet another issue fraught
with conflicting views and political
overtones. The fact that the tenure of
ownership for most private non-indus-
trial forest owners is very short places
this concern on the back burner for
most people. For industrial, state and
federal, and those private non-industrial
owners who plan on longer time scales,
however, it is difficult to know what to
expect. Scientists speculate there may be
increased vulnerability to forest pests,
trees may be out-competed by non-na-
tive plants that will dominate the forest
floor, and tree ranges may shift. It is
too early to know what to expect and or
to predict the speed at which changes
may occur. Answers to these questions
await the results of long-term research.
Regardless of how strongly one feels
about the seriousness of this issue, it just
makes good sense that society contin-
ues to clean up its act; that is, to work
collectively to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, to save forested open space
and to encourage the deliberate manage-
ment of forests for a range of renew-
able commodity and non-commodity
resources.

Forest owners must adapt as more in-
formation becomes available but should
not over react when forest “health”
or expected conditions appear to be
changing. Twenty years ago whenever
a tree appeared with thin foliage, crown
dieback, reduced growth, etc., acid rain
got the blame! Today people tend to rel-
egate similar maladies, in part at least,
to global warming. As good citizens, it
is important to think globally about po-
tential causes of forest change, but when
it comes down to changes in the condi-
tion of a wood lot a forest owner should
check carefully for a local cause(s)
first — often a control or management
strategy is available for the latter but
not so the former. £

This is the 100th in the series of articles contrib-
uted by Dr. Allen, Professor of Entomology at
SUNY-ESF. It is possible to download this col-
lection from the NYS DEC Web page at: hitp://
www.dec.ny.gov/animals/31301. htmi.

Ask the Professional (continued)

the website from the host organization to
view their archived webinars.

9.1 tried to join a webinar once before,
but couldn’t. What happened?

The software and systems for webinars
are well tested and have been operational
for several years. Most connection dif-
ficulties typically originate at the partici-
pant’s computer. Thus, trouble-shooting
is a challenge for the host. First time
users should try the URL for the webinar
as soon as it is distributed to assess any
connection issues. Here are the common
connection problems and solutions.

(a) Participant cannot find their login
ID and password. Don’t worry, you
don’t have a login ID. Simply click the
“guest” button and type your first and
last name. If you didn’t register, you
likely didn’t receive the special URL for
the website where the webinar will be
presented.

(b) Pop-up blockers may sometimes
complicate access. If you can’t con-
nect, temporarily over-ride your pop-up
blocker.

(c) Meeting is full. Cornell’s site
license purchased 100 ‘seats’ and thus
the 101 person is excluded. Seating is
first-come first served. Additional seats
are very expensive. Interested participants
should plan to arrive at least 20 minutes
before the presentation time, join the
evening session which if often less full,
or watch the recorded webinar.

(d) Governmental computers have spe-
cial security systems that can conflict with
a webinar. Cornell’s information tech-
nology specialist has resolved all known
issues with these high-security systems.
New connection problems should be
reported to the webinar host organization.

10. Will you stop providing workshops
and field tours?

In-person workshops and field tours are
essential parts of the learning process and
will continue to be offered. However,
webinars provide another educational
option that is cost-effective, connects

woodland owners with premier speakers,
and is a beneficial learning tool. We-
binars also save travel time and expense
for participants. For example, in Cor-
nell’s 2009 6-part Sustainable Woodlands
webinar series (Www. sustainablewood-
lands.info), participants saved more than
30,000 miles of traveling. Webinars
allow for participation from other states
and countries and the flexibility of
watching archived presentations. Webi-
nars often involved participants from 15
to 20 states.

11. Do people really learn anything
Jfrom a webinar?

A 2009 study by Drs. Shorna Broussard
Allred and Peter Smallidge surveyed
more than 1,000 users registered for the
ForestConnect webinar series. Approxi-
mately half of respondents have seen
one to three webinars and a quarter of
respondents have seen four to six. All
participants who read the supplemental
materials provided with each webinar
benefited. Between one-third and one-
half of respondents asked a question or
shared a comment, a level of interaction
that is greater than most in-person pre-
sentations. The average score of respon-
dents to the survey ranked all questions
about the educational value and delivery
system as highly acceptable. More
than 70% of respondents sought more
information as a result of the webinar.
Finally, as an indication of the ability to
reach new audiences, slightly more than
10% of participants have never attended
an in-person workshop or presentation.
All indications are that webinars are an
important, and likely expanding, edu-
cational tool to help woodland owners
learn about their management options.
Webinars will supplement but not replace
in-person educational activities. &

Response by: Peter Smallidge and Shorna Brous-
sard Allred. Cornell University Cooperative Exten-
sion, Department of Natural Resources, Ithaca, NY
14850. pjs23@cornell.edu and srb237@cornell.
edu www.ForestConnect.info

www.nyfoa.org
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NYFOA News & NOTEsS

Fact Sheets Available
Four new fact sheets for woodland
owners, foresters, and practitioners
have been released through the Forest-
Connect program of Cornell Univer-
sity Cooperative Extension. The four
new fact sheets include: Biology and
silvicultural management of the Sirex
Woodwasp by Kevin Dodds, Early
detection of the hemlock woolly adelgid
in small northeastern hemlock woodlots
by Mark Whitmore, Silviculture and
invasive insects by Ralph Nyland, and
Woodland guidelines for the control
and management of American beech by
Peter Smallidge and Ralph Nyland.
Fact sheets were supported through
the US Forest Service Northeastern
Area State and Private Forestry, NYS
Department of Environmental Conser-
vation, Cornell University Cooperative
Extension, and Cornell University Ag-
ricultural Experiment Station. These
new fact sheets, and six earlier fact
sheets can be downloaded from www.
ForestConnect.info. Limited copies
will be available at workshops, fairs
and conferences throughout the state.

Statewide Sign-Up for
Conservation Stewardship Program

The U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) began continuous sign-
up for the new Conservation Steward-
ship Program (CSP) on August 10 in
New York. The first cutoff for rank-
ing purposes is scheduled for Sept. 30,
State Conservationist Astor F. Boozer
announced.

“The Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram changed dramatically in the 2008
Farm Bill,” said Boozer. “NRCS took
the time to develop a program that
would appeal to our diverse custom-
ers and offer them an equal chance to
participate. We hope that agricultural
and forestry producers in New York
take full advantage of the benefits this
newly revised program offers.”

The Food, Conservation, and Energy
Act of 2008 (2008 Farm Bill) autho-
rized the Conservation Stewardship
Program. Congress renamed and re-
vamped the former Conservation Secu-
rity Program completely to improve its
availability and appeal to agricultural
and forestry producers. The maximum
annual enrollment is capped at nearly
12.8 million acres nationwide.

NRCS administers CSP, a volun-
tary conservation program designed
to encourage agricultural and forestry
producers to adopt additional conserva-

Working with you to manage your woodlot
and consult your timber to the highest bidder.

Forest Management Services Inc.
11164 Holland Glenwood Rd., Holland NY 14080
716-537-9768

B.S. Forestry Management « Estimates & Evaluation - 7% Consulting Fee

tion practices and improve, maintain
and manage existing ones.

To apply for the CSP, individual
producers, legal entities and Indian
tribes will be encouraged to first use
a self-screening checklist to determine
whether the new program is suit-
able for them or their operation. The
checklist is available on NRCS Web
sites and at NRCS field offices.

After the self-screening, the produc-
er’s current and proposed conservation
activities are entered in the conserva-
tion measurement tool (CMT). This
tool estimates the level of environmen-
tal performance achieved by a producer
implementing and maintaining con-
servation activities. The conservation
performance estimated by the CMT
will be used to rank applications.

A producer must treat at least one
resource concern and one priority
resource concern during the length of
the CSP’s five-year contract. The New
York NRCS, with input from the State
Technical Committee, identified four
priority resource concerns that will be
used to rank applications. The priority
resource concerns identified for forest
lands are animals, plants, soil erosion,
and water quality. In addition to estab-
lishing priority resource concerns, New
York NRCS established three geo-
graphic areas. Applicants will compete
within the geographic area where they
are located. These areas are North-
west, Northeast, and Southeast.

NRCS field staff will conduct on-site
field verifications of pre-approved ap-
plicants’ information provided for the
CMT.

Another major change in the program
is the method of payments. CSP will
offer two possible types of payments—
annual and supplemental. The annual
payment will be established using the
conservation performance estimated
by the CMT and calculated by land
use type for enrolled eligible land. A
supplemental payment is also available
to participants who choose to adopt a
resource-conserving crop rotation. The
annual payment limitation for a person
or legal entity is $40,000. A person

continued on next page
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or legal entity cannot exceed $200,000 for all contracts
entered into during any five-year period.

Individual producers, legal entities and Indian tribes
must meet several requirements to obtain a Conservation
Stewardship Program contract. They must be listed as the Visit the new Woodland Owner’s Forum at:
operator in the USDA farm records management system
for the operation being offered for enrollment. They must
document that they control the land for the term of the to share ideas, information and questions with

tion in that contract. They must comply with highly erod- of the forest community across New York.
ible land and wetland conservation provisions and comply

with Adjusted Gross Income provisions.

Land enrolled in the Conservation Security Program,
Conservation Reserve Program, Grasslands Reserve Pro- .
gram and Wetlands Reserve Program are ineligible for the & F“l“l'e l:orGSI Consul“ng’ mc.
new Conservation Stewardship Program. <

For more information about the new CSP, please visit
www.nrcs.usda.gov/new_csp/. For more information about
conservation programs in New York, please visit www.
ny.nrcs.usda.gov. [

Got Trees? Got Questions?

http://ForestConnect.info/forum

- | Specializing in quality service and a long-term relationship.

¢ TIMBERSALES ¢ TREE PLANTING ¢ FOREST RoADS
¢ 480a Tax PLANS e Foop PLoTS

www.futureforestinc.com

0 N R N atu ral RESD urces Phone: 585-374-2799 7812 Hunts Hollow Rd.
\—/J Conservation Service [RIRESEECELSEE Naples. NY 14512

Email: futureforest@aol.com

Forest management
and land brokerage
with one call

Forest Management

Land Brokerage

480a Forest Management Plans
GIS Data & Analysis

Certified Forestry

Acquisition Due Diligence

The foresters of Finch Paper LLC are now offering
their critically acclaimed forest management services
to landowners large and small on a consulting basis.

Timber Sale Administration

fountains

www.fountainsamerica.com

If you are interested in forest health, third-party
green certifications and reduced ownership costs,
please visit www.finchforestmanagement.com or
(802) 223 8644 ext. 21 call (518) 793-2541, ext. 5693.

For Fountains Forestry, ask for David Daut

For Fountains Land, ask for Michael Tragner finch forest management

for private and public forest owners

Serving Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, New York and Appalachia

www.nyfoa.org 19



“T AM FARM BUREAU.” Get Involved with Maple

M aple sugaring presents
traditional and sustainable
use of New York forests. With the
demand for pure maple products
currently outpacing supply and
prices at record levels, there is a
significant opportunity in NYS to
increase production and fill the
growing markets.

Become a Maple Producer

You can tap maple trees on your own property or lease trees
from a neighbor; and boil the sap down into syrup. There are
innovative and inexpensive ways to do this on a small scale.

IF YOU CARE ABOUT FARMS,

YOU NEED TO BE. TOO Lease Your Trees to a Nearby Producer
) J This is an attractive option for landowners who would like to see
) ) ) their property used but do not have the time or inclination to get
“Nobody speaks up for land oumers better than Farm Bureau. into maple production.
That's why I am a member. You should be, too0.”
~BoB O'BRIEN, FOREST MANAGER, COTTON-HANLON, INC., CAYUTA, N.Y. Tap Your Trees and Sell Sap to a Nearby Producer
Many people collect and sell sap to a nearby producer rather
B Grassroots acrion o protect farmland and the rural landscape. than building their own sugarhouse. If you do not have the
B Fighring to advance family farm businesses for coming generarions. time or financial resources to develop a full-scale sugaring
B Affordable and dependable workers comp and insurance programs. operation, working with a nearby producer makes economic
B Farm education programs for schools, PR messages to public. and practical sense.
B Big savings on Didge trucks, Grainger supplies, and mare,

Membership in Farm Bureau isn't just for farmers. It is for anyone who cares H
about or lives in rural New York. Join now. Send your membership check New York State Maple Foundation
for $63 o N.Y. Farm Bureau, Box 3330, Albany, NY 12205-0330 PO Box 210, 124 E. 4th St., Suite 1

OR sign up at www.nyfb.org [ 800-342-4143 Watkins Glen, NY 14891, 607.535.9790

e i S ——
Blueberry Ridge

Stewardship Services, LLC

Introducing

TREE PRO's
Mirocle Tube

LAND CONSERVATION STRATEGIES A seamless Tree Shelter

FARMLAND PROTECTION PLANNING

SENSITIVE DEVELOPMENT SOLUTIONS Flared top.

No assembly required.
100% recycled materials.
Manufactured in the USA.
Reusable ties are available.

-

AERIAL MONITORING, MAPPING & PHOTOGRAPHY

VVVVYV

Call us when you need
weed mats, mycorrhizal and
controlled release fertilizer.

TREE PRO's original design is still available.
Free sample 800-875-8071

3180 W. 250 N. West Lafayette, IN 47906
tfreepro.com
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Member Profile:

Douyg Allen

ALEXANDRA SILVA

YFOA member, Doug Allen does

not own a forested property in any
region of New York. However, virtu-
ally every member of NYFOA knows
of and has benefited from Doug’s
involvement. Doug uses his expert
knowledge of forest entomology to
write informational articles promoting
woodland health. An active member of
NYFOA for over eighteen years, Doug
is publishing his 100™ article in this is-
sue of the NY Forest Owner magazine.
Most articles concern forest insects and
their impacts on forest properties.

Of his family members Doug is the
only one with a significant interest in
forest entomology. Barbara, his wife, is
a retired first grade teacher and seam-
stress, while Mark, their oldest son, is
an environmental engineer in Colorado
and Matt is the Vice President, Alterna-
tive Investment Partners LP at Morgan
Stanley in Conshohocken, Pennsylva-
nia.

Like many young children, Doug
collected various insects as a young
boy however, he wasn’t especially
enthralled with the subject area until
he took an entomology course at the
University of Maine, where he pursued
a Bachelor’s degree in Forestry. It was
this course which peaked his interest
in forest entomology, largely due to
the instructor’s ability to seamlessly
relate forests and insects. Deciding to
pursue the subject, Doug continued his
studies at the University of Maine and
received a Master’s degree in Entomol-
ogy. Doug left the northeast to attend
the University of Michigan, where he
graduated with a PhD in Forest Ento-
mology in 1968.

Originally, Doug was interested in
moving to Northern New England or
out West after graduation; and he was
offered a research position with the
U.S. Forest Service in New Mexico.
However, Doug had already accepted

Doug Allen (right) is shown sampling for the eggs of the saddled prominent, a sugar maple

defoliator, with graduate student Dan Robison.

a teaching-research position at the Col-
lege of Environmental Science and For-
estry (ESF) at SUNY Syracuse. Once
in New York he discovered the state’s
beauty and has been there ever since.

During his 37 years as an ESF pro-
fessor, Doug divided his time between
teaching and research. He not only
taught Forest Entomology, but was
also the professor of a course regarding
biological controls and another on the
population dynamics of forest in-
sects. As part of the biological control
course, Doug instilled the importance
of studying the predators of exotic and
native species in order to determine
and encourage their effect as natural
controls. According to Doug, under-
standing and interrupting the biology
of a forest pest as a control approach is
preferable to relying solely on synthetic
organic chemicals, although there are
times when the use of a chemical or
bacterial insecticide is necessary. In
such instances insecticides must be used
appropriately: having the maximum
effect on the target insect and minimum
effect on all others.

Two years after becoming a profes-
sor at ESF, Doug became acquainted
with the Saddled Prominent, one of
the many insects defoliating New York
State’s northern hardwood forests at
that time. He dealt with this insect for
several years during which time it heav-
ily defoliated over a million and a half
acres of forest land in northern New
England, New York and Pennsylvania.
A couple of years later, he initiated
studies on the Cherry Scallop-Shell
Moth, an important defoliator of black
cherry which appeared in New York
and northwestern Pennsylvania.

Doug retired in 2006 and is an
ESF Distinguished Service Professor
Emeritus. He continues to research
forest insects like the sugar maple borer
and peach bark beetle (a pest of black
cherry), among others. As Professor
Emeritus, Doug retains an office at
ESF and still competes for research
funds. He is currently working with
two graduate students and, pending the
receipt of a U.S. Forest Service grant,

continued on page 22
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Doug Allen inspecting a pheromone- batted
funnel trap during the last spruce budworm
outbreak.

he and Dr. Ralph Nyland expect to co-
advise another graduate student this fall.
At present, Doug’s two students are
investigating the maple borer and an
invasive wood wasp. One of Doug’s
favorite insects, the borer does not kill
or slow the growth of sugar maple,
but degrades the most valuable por-
tion of the tree’s bole. Because of its
commercial ramifications, this beetle is
the focus of an extensive project at the
College’s Wanakena campus. In the fall
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Doug Allen has contributed 100 articles to the
Forest Owner over a period of 18 years.

his new graduate student will evaluate

the current health of tree stands in the

North Country, which were devastated
by ice storms 10 years ago.

Several of Doug’s past graduate
students have published scientific pa-
pers based on their research. Over the
years, Doug began to notice that forest
owners often found these papers to be
inaccessible and so he began interpret-
ing the findings and publishing them as
how-to and informational articles for
various journals and newsletters. From
the start, Doug wrote to raise aware-
ness of insect-borne problems afflicting
woodlots and to instruct land owners
on how to recognize these problems on
their own properties.

Doug began writing similar articles
for the New York Forest Owner in
1991 after prompting from Wes Suhr,
a former member currently residing
in Phoenix, AZ. While living in New
York, Wes owned a large woodlot
which he and Doug would regularly use
to hunt while discussing forest subjects.
Eventually, Doug was convinced, with
additional encouragement from Dick
Fox, former editor of the New York
Forest Owner, to begin writing the ar-
ticles, most of which focus on helping
forest owners deal with both invasive
and indigenous insect problems.

Over the years, Doug has spent a
considerable amount of time in the field
and on the phone with woodland own-
ers. He has also given numerous talks
during NYFOA woodswalks and has
assisted with sugarbush operator work-
shops. These interactions with own-
ers have not only guided his writings
topics, but the hands-on experience and
concerns of the owners have also been
helpful in directing his research. Hav-
ing benefited so much from interacting
with the good-natured and welcoming
owners, Doug only hopes his writings
have been helpful in return.

At present, Doug finds that most
owners are primarily concerned with
the effects of invasive species on their
properties. Unfortunately, this can be a
frustrating concern because of the cost
required to control them. Despite for-
est owner interest in properly manag-

ing land, Doug also notes that fewer

university professors are interested in
working directly with forest owners.

With high cost compounded by fewer
resources, owners are left at a disad-
vantage.

Thus, Doug does his best to impart
information to forest owners through
his articles in order to promote forest
health and protection. As he publishes
his 100" article in this issue of the
New York Forest Owner, he plans to
back away from contributing articles
on a regular basis. Doug hopes that his
writings have been helpful to interested
owners. He plans to offer additional
articles whenever new forest insect
problems and other forest health issues
arise. &«

Alexandra Silva is a Forest Resources
Extension Program Assistant at Cornell
University, Department of Natural Resources,
Ithaca, NY 14853.
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Materials submitted for the November/December Issue issue
should be sent to Mary Beth Malmsheimer, Editor, The New York
Forest Owner, 134 Lincklaen Street, Cazenovia, NY 13035, (315)
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